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TRAM Festival set to begin April 15 


‘- Trends 


The philosophy of Teaism in 
the modern world 


Community College 


‘Op. Iraqi Freedom? vet visits NECC 


” 


Dustin Luca photo 


Lt. Col. Scott Rutter visited Lecture Hall A of the Spurk building Monday, where he 
spoke about fighting in Op. Iraqi Freedom, Desert Storm and more. 


Hartleb lobbies for Lawrence 


President urges 
community to contact 
Mayor of Lawrence 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


With still no decision made 
about who the Common Street site 
will go to, President Hartleb is seek- 
ing support from faculty, students 
and the surrounding community in 
lobbying for NECC’s bid to expand 
its campus in downtown Lawrence. 


In a quote taken from a recent 
letter sent to the college community, 


Hartleb said, “Northern Essex 
believes it can and must do more for 
Lawrence residents, but its current 
campuses are already overcrowded 
and future growth is impossible 
without a new building.” 

The reason why the In-Town 
Mall site on Common Street is at 
such high interest to the college is 
predominantly because of location. 
The site is located within 1-2 blocks 
of each current campus located in 
Lawrence. Combined, the Franklin 
Street and Amesbury Street campus- 
es are a total of 95,000 square feet 
with a 60 percent enrollment 
increase between 1997 and fall of 
2004. The college has proposed con- 


eet bee et 


structing a new building on the site. 

If the location does get granted a 
transfer from the city of Lawrence, it 
will enable NECC to offer more 
courses in the Criminal. Justice 
Department such as Computer 
Forensics, Crime Scene 
Investiagion, Homeland Security 
and Ballistic Investigations. 

It would also mean the expan- 
sion of the Allied Health programs 
in areas such as Radiological 
Technology, Dental Hygiene, 
Therapeutic massage, and Pharmacy 
Techinican. Also offered will be 
expanded capacity for current tech- 
nology and ESL classes. 

Not only would a new Lawrence 
campus benefit the college and its 
students, but it would also bring 
added security in the downtown area 
and new business development such 
as a bookstore, coffee house, restau- 
rants and retail stores. It would also 
increase the surrounding tax base by 
seven to ten percent. 

To this date more than 15,000 
students have studied on _ the 
Lawrence campuses in the last 15 
years, and the benefits of another 
new campus could mean an estimat- 
ed 1,200 students each week in the 
downtown Lawrence area. 

This project is also included in 
the same bill for $15 million that 
will be used for renovations in the 
Spurk Building. 


Within five years the school 
expects to have 300 graduates alone 
in the Allied Health prgrams. 

There are currently three other 
bidders for the location since the 
Mayor of Lawrence Michael 
Sullivan opened bid to the public. 

Not only will the new campus 
allow more opportunities for learn- 
ing and expanding in academic 
departments, it will also allow for 
the college to expand faculty and 
instruction jobs with the plan to hire 
23 new positions, four technical sup- 
port jobs, and four maitenance posi- 
tions. 

One of the main road blocks of 
letting this happen, according to 
Hartleb, is that Mayor Sullivan had 
decided to open the bid to the public 
on this land, which he previously 
agreed would be transferred for the 
use of Northern Essex. 

Hartleb also poses the question 
of what the future would be for the 
Common Street site if the college 
were to occupy the space, “will it 
look the same as is does today, or 
will it be a thriving college campus 
and environment in which students 
feel safe and supported in their edu- 
cational experience?” 

Hartleb is urging members of the | 
surrounding areas and students in 
Lawrence to contact Mayor Sullivan 
regarding the transfer of the land to 
Northern Essex. 


Retired soldier shares 
stories of combat in a 
modern-day war 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


With the financial support of 
Student Activities, the Department of 
Political Science, private donors and 
local veteran organizations and the 
organizational efforts of a handful of 
NECC students, the college wel- 
comed Lt. Col. Scott Rutter as a 
guest speaker on Monday, April 10 to 
talk about the war in Iraq and, more 
specifically, his involvement in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. eee 
~The effort that brought Rutter to 
NECC was organized and fundraised 
partly by Liberal Arts major 
Christine Miller, who saw Rutter 
speak at a Youth America's 
Foundation conference over the 
course of last summer. 

“He spoke about the Iraq war and 
how he led the invasion of Baghdad 
International Airport,” said Miller 
prior to the event. “I went to the con- 
ference... and heard him speak. I was 


very impressed and felt I had to bring 
him here.” 

Miller also added that she was 
aided by two other NECC students 
by the names of Reid Hoover and 
Julia Rotondo, who helped with 
organizing and publicizing the event. 

In his speech, Rutter talked about 
a number of topics, including the 
impact embedded reporters have had 
on the war, personal experiences he 
lived on the battle field and, towards 
the end of his presentation, the story 
of SFC Paul Smith, a soldier viewed 
as a hero for his heroics displayed in 
battle. 

“The closer we got to Baghdad, 
the harder they fought,” said Rutter, 
referring to the many different ene- 
mies coalition forces fight in Iraq. 


~“Generally, we were fighting the 


enemy, not the plan.” 

Rutter's tenure in battle started in 
1991, when he was stationed in Iraq 
as a commander at the famed SOF 1 
Airfield. A decade later and still 
serving, Rutter commanded in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and was 
leader of the coalition forces respon- 
sible for taking over the Baghdad 
International Airport in 2003. 


See Rutter page 5 


Track and Field 
continues strong start 


Knights qualify for 
eight events at 
National meet 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


The start of the track season has 
been about as good as you would 
expect for a program that is just start- 


ing out. 
Every athlete on the track and 
field team has shown steady 


improvement from day one and are 
proving to be a formidable group in 
every event. To date the Knight’s 
have qualified in eight separate 
events for the National Junior 
College Athletic Association 
Division 3 meet held on May 11 at 
Erie Community College. 


Rhode Island Invitational 
April 1 


The Black Track Complex in 
Providence Rhode Island was the site 
for the Rhode Island Invitational. 
The weather was beautiful and 
reflected on the overall perfor- 


mances. 

“We had as perfect a second meet 
as possible,” said head coach Dawn 
Caputo. “We took advantage of 
excellent meet conditions as it was 
warm with no wind.” 

Once again the women were 
strong from the get go with Crystal 
Burgess leading the charge. 

“Crystal had an invitational to 
remember,” said Caputo. 

Burgess placed in all four events 
that she was entered in. She gained 
NJCAA qualifying perfomances in 
the 200 and the 400 meters, giving 
Burgess a total of five events in 
which she has qualified. 

Shana Blaney continued to 
improve in the throwing events, 
throwing near 100 feet in her second 
career invitational. Blaney has qual- 
ified in two events for the NJCAA 
national meet. 

Christin Costa, along with 
Blaney, are proving to be a solid 
combo in the women’s throwing 
events. 

“Shana and Christin are one of 
the best 1-2 punches around and 
should be a force at Districts in 
May,” said Caputo. 


See Knights page 14 
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In the long run, NECC 
is better for Lawrence 


In the last couple weeks, President 
Hartleb has been lobbying legislators 
and gaining support of the surrounding 
community along with faculty and staff 
at our school. He has been rallying us 
together for a cause that is a very 
important factor in any person’s life in 
this community: education. 

To date, the presence of Northen 
Essex in Lawrence has only bettered 
the community by providing a close 
and safe place for residents of 
Lawrence to better themselves through 
public higher education. 

Why wouldn’t Lawrence Mayor 
Michael Sullivan and the City Council 
Jump at the opportunity to expand one 
key aspect of improving their commu- 
nity by allowing the campus to expand 
with the transfer of the In-Town Mall 
site on Common Street in downtown 
Lawrence? 3 ; 

It seems to be a no brainer. Yes, it 


probably is a fact that just another old 
business developed by just another 
contractor could produce business, no 
doubt. But, our school would also. 

Having another extension of the 
college in Lawrence only helps enrich 
the community. 

Not only will another NECC 
Lawrence extension benefit the city, it 
will also benefit anyone in surrounding 
communities by making it possible for 


NECC to offer more programs and 


courses, and in turn drawing more stu- 
dents to the surrounding areas. And 
remember, students, just like everyone 
else, are also consumers, from whom 
local businesses will profit. 

Mayor Sullivan and the City 
Council should without a doubt trans- 
fer this land over to the state for the use 
of NECC. Because not only should 
they be worried about the present. They 
should also be worried about the future, 
and that rests in the hands of students 
today. Would anyone want to jeopar- 
dize such a reality, for a quick profit? 


Correction 
Earlier editions of this issue of the Observer, which were removed from 
newsstands, contained several errors in stating the name of Lawrence Mayor 
Michael Sullivan. The Observer regrets the error. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer s 
observer 


missions via email: 
necc.mass.edqu 


*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 


REP, DELAY? I'M 
AFRAID YOU'VE 
Mp BEEN INDICTED. F 


WELL GEE, 
I GUESS 

I SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
RESIGN 

THEN, HUH? 


A 


REACTION 


KRT campus cartoon 


Does your job ever interfere with 
your schoolwork? | 


Nicole Poirier, Radiology 

“T made sure to schedule my job 
around school. School is my future, 
so my job has to be flexible.” 


Alberto Cuadrado, Business 
“No, because I work days and then I 
go to class at night.” 


John Berrini, Business Mgmnt. 
“Well, I do army stuff so I don’t have 
to work during the week. They pay 
for school. I am missing finals for 
training though.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Dan Paquette, General Studies 

“No, it doesn’t. I plan around my 
job. There’s 24 hours in a day, plen-  - 
ty of time for school and work. 
Although there are other things that 
get in the way of school.” 


Casey Malynn, Criminal Justice 
“No. I get whatever hours I want.” 


Lauren Parsons, General Studies 
“T get out of work early to go to 
school. I take night classes.” 
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Dont give up your 
education for a 50 
cent raise 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


So I’m 
leaning against 
the counter at 


work, arms 
folded across 
my chest, 
watching the 


overhead tele- 
vision sets 
playing movie 
trailers that 
repeat them- 
selves every twenty-five minutes. In 
my head, I’m thinking about the arti- 
cle I need to have written by Monday 
—what sort of social issue should I be 
tackling this time around? 

The phone rings, and I answer it 
with the same, tired, rehearsed greet- 
ing that I use for everyone who calls. 
However, my apathy suddenly turns 
to concern as I realize it’s the girl 
who’s supposed to come in later that 
day — and:she’s calling from the hos- 
pital. 

“J think I’m going to have a 
seizure,’ she states. She had a seizure 
at work once. The EMTs had to come 
and get her, and she left the store in 
an ambulance. So this isn’t a lie and 
it isn’t a joke, and J tell her to stay at 
the hospital while I make some 
phone calls. 

When the name of the video store 
I work at pops up on my cell phone, 
I don’t answer it. I wait until they 
leave a voicemail, then I see whether 
or not it’s safe to call back with being 
asked to come in for awhile. This 
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strategy is very popular amongst the 
staff, so when I start making calls, no 
one answers. 

The girl who is in the hospital 
apologizes. She says that once she’s 
out, she’ll come back to work. At this 
point, I have three options: continue 
to make calls, tell the girl that she 
needs to come to work after her hos- 
pital visit, or just suck it up and stay 
here for her eight-hour shift as well. 

You see, in circumstances like 
this, I call my boss. The boss is oblig- 
ated to answer the phone, and the 
boss is obligated to fix these sort of 
problems. If I 
can’t find any- 
one to cover, he 
should be the 
one coming in. 
Kind of like the 
old saying of the 
captain going 
down with his 
ship. But when I 
call him, he tells 
me I’m required 
to stay, or else I 
should make the 
girl come in 
after she’s out of 
the hospital. Then he hangs up the 
phone: 

And that’s when it hits me: the 
topic for my next article which, since 
I decided to stay here for another 
eight hours out of pity for the girl, 
won't be written this evening after 
all. 

Something major that separates 
the community college student with 
those that attend universities is that 
almost every single community col- 
lege student I’ve met holds some sort 
of thankless and meaningless job that 
consumes their life. Students who 
attend universities tend to get off eas- 
ier. Maybe they only work weekends, 
or maybe they participate in some 
sort of work-study that only keeps 


More standardized testing? 


To the Editor: 

I am writing this letter regard- 
ing the article by Stacie Peters in 
the February 15th issue of the 
Observer. I was unaware that 
there is talk to bring in standard- 
ized testing for college students. 
Not another one! MCAS was 
given in high school and has 
caused many to stay behind a year 
or having to take the test multiple 
times. This is unfair for those who 
have spent the same amount of 
time in school and spent the same 
amount of effort trying to make 
the grade. Not only that, but many 
students do not take tests well. 
They know the information but 
when it comes to taking a test, 


they become nervous and freeze 
up. This also puts people who fit 
into this category at a disadvan- 
tage. I agree with Stacie when she 
believes the professors have the 
ability to tell if their students are 
understanding the material that's 
given. I hope that standardized 
testing is not considered for high- 
er education. I know that I am not 
interested in taking it, and I am 
sure others will agree with me 
completely. 

Thanks, 


Courtney Ruffen 
NECC student 


The hoodie debate goes 
on and on and on.... 


To the Editor: 


I am a 44-year-old woman and 
I LOVE my hoodies and yes, I 
wear them out in public. No, I am 
‘neither trying to emulate a gang- 
ster nor do I like rap music (also, 
isn't that similar to racial profiling, 
if you're making that assump- 
tion?). My hoodies are comfort- 
able, practical, simple and versa- 
tile. If wearing a hoodie is the 


worst thing your sons and daugh- 
ters are doing than be thankful. I 
say let's all take a deep breath, 
relax and find something a little 
more worthwhile to spend our 
energy on. 

Respectfully, 


Cara Forcino 


them until 5PM on weekday after- 
noons. I have a friend who doesn’t 
have a job at all, and when she comes 
home on weekends, she’s still given 
money by her parents if we decide to 
go out for the evening. 

Community college students, on 
the other hand, are not given such 
luxuries. In addition to taking fifteen 
or so credits per semester, many of us 
work full-time as well, or close to it. 
Although I’m a part-time employee, 
I’m consistently scheduled at least 32 
hours per week, which is enough to 
constitute as full-time, without get- 


ting the benefits of a full-time 
employee. 

Out of the entire staff of the 
video store, only two of us are col- 
lege students. Yet both of us are 
scheduled more hours than anyone, 
save for the store manager himself. 
It’s because we foolishly accepted 
promotions, and the miniscule raise 
that came with it. It might look great 
on my transcript when I try to trans- 
fer, but what doesn’t look great are 
the withdrawals and drops I’ve had to 
take as a result of being too exhaust- 
ed to get to class the next morning. 
The video store, until recently, didn’t 
close until midnight. This was my 
typical schedule: school from 10AM 
to 4PM, then work from SPM to mid- 


Driving age driven 


Its about time that 
the age to receive a 
license is changed 


By EVAN ROWLAND 
Contributing Reporter 


Massachusetts 
=may become one 
Fof the nation’s 
toughest states for 
getting a driving 
license. State leg- 
islators are dis- 
cussing a bill that 
would raise the 
minimum age to 
receive a driving 

: license from 16 
1/2 to 17 1/2, after a string of high- 
way accidents. The legislation could 
go into effect by July 31. 

This law is a step in the right 
direction for driving safety. The 
extra year and time requirements 
this bill proposes will save lives. 

Parents and teenagers have 
defended the current law, saying the 
change will force teens to rely on 
their parents for rides more often, 
and reduce their independence. 
Arguing inconvenience is unlikely 
to faze the parents who have lost 
teenagers in driving accidents. 
Roughly three out of every ten 16- 
year-old Massachusetts drivers get 
into a serious accident, according to 
the Registry of Motor Vehicles. 
There is clearly a need for change. 


“2g 
Employers are constantly looking to hold 
education against their employees. They 
refuse to give raises... and yet, they expect 
them to carry the same burdens as full- 
time employees who don’t have to worry 
about class in the morning. 


; 


its 


dent vs. the Job 


night. There’s no room in a day like 
that for homework, let alone addi- 
tional studying. 

And I’m not the only one with a 
schedule like that. Gone are the days 
when shops closed early on Sundays. 
Nowadays, retail chains are opening 
earlier and earlier and closing later 
and later. For students, this is bad 
news. The student wants to just go to 
school and work as little as possible. 
The job wants to tempt the student 
with promotions and raises. I have 
been told more than once: “If you 
weren’t in school, I would definitely 
give you the assistant 
store manager posi- 
tion.” The job lures us 
in with a promise of 
better pay, higher ben- 
efits, and more 
respect, at the cost of 
one little thing: our 
education. 

Employers are 
constantly looking to 
hold education against 
their employees. They 
refuse to give raises or 
opportunities to those 
in school, and yet, they 
expect them to carry the same bur- 
dens and responsibilities as full-time 
employees who don’t have to worry 
about class in the morning. 

Why don’t students get more 
respect for the balancing act we have 
to play? Are retail managers just 
handing out some sort of punishment 
out of spite for those who were able 
to do what they weren’t? 

If I could go back, I would have 
applied for student aid and loans. I 
would cut back my work hours, so 
that I could have time not just for 
school, but for myself as well. It’s not 
cool to pass up a Saturday night out 
with the friends just because it’s the 
only free time you have to do your 
homework for the week. 


-There is also the question 
whether waiting another year will 
really have an effect on driving 
skills. Opponents of the new bill say 
that the danger is not in the teens’ 
age, but in their experience. The law 
will simply delay the onset of new 
drivers on the rode, not stop them. 
Basically, it is a question of experi- 
ence versus maturity. Research sup- 
ports that the maturity necessary for 
driving is lacking at that age. 

“It all comes down to impulse 
control,” says Jay Giedd, Chief of 
Brain Imaging at the National 
Institute of Mental Health. “The 
brain is changing a lot longer than 
we used to think. And that part of the 
brain involved in decision-making 
and controlling impulses is among 
the latest to come on board.” 

NIH brain research suggests 
that the part of the brain that consid- 
ers long-term consequences contin- 
ues developing until age 25 - long 
after most other sections of the 
brain. The change is not uniform; 
some 16-year-olds may be more 
mature than certain 1|8-year-olds. 
But on average, a teenager aged 17 
1/2 is going to have a more devel- 
oped sense of consequences than a 
16-year-old. 

The bill addresses driver experi- 
ence as well. Current law requires 
teenagers to log 12 hours of super- 
vised driving before they get their 
license. The new law would require 
50 hours, including 10 night hours 
and 10 winter hours. The bill, if 
passed, will help ensure that new 
drivers are more mature and more 


Not only that, but in case you 
didn’t get the hint when you were 
asked to sacrifice school for work, 
your job doesn’t care about you. I 
work with a 25-year-old who’s been 
assistant store manager for over four 
years now, and he finally asked to be 
promoted to the actual store manager. 
He was informed that, despite being 
part of the staff for four years and 
currently filling in as temporary store 
manager, he would be required to 
relocate to a different store. He 
immediately turned it down, and said 
“Screw this, I’m going back to 
school.” You see, a trained monkey 
could do your job, and that’s why, in 
the eyes of corporations, nobody in 
retail is irreplaceable. The same goes 
for the food industry. Any job that 
doesn’t require an education is a job 
that doesn’t give a damn about you. 
The last vestiges of your education 
should not be spent trying to explain 
to some confused man as to why The 
Passion of the Christ was filmed in 
Aramaic and not English. 

So for those of you who aren’t 
sucked too far into the working 
world, get out now, while you still 
can. I’m not saying to quit your job 
entirely — I believe it’s good to work 
and earn some extra cash — but per- 
sonally, my ideal job while in school 
would be working under twenty 
hours a week, in a simple cashier 
position, with no managerial respon- 
sibilities. When I transfer schools, I 
don’t plan to transfer jobs. ['d rather 
be involved in work-study or have a 
nice weekend job. Student loans are 
the way to go, and if it takes me 
twenty years to repay my debt, so be 
it. At least then, I’ll hopefully have a 
less demeaning job, one where I can 
work full-time without consequence 
to my future. 


upward 


experienced in a variety of driving 
situations. 

The bill isn’t the last step 
towards improving driving require- 
ments. Driver’s education classes 
are undependable and variable, as 
the state has no unified curriculum 
nor training requirements for 
instructors. These are classes 
wherein untrained instructors teach 
their own private curriculums to stu- 
dents. 

The situation changes wildly 
from school to school. Students of 
Andover Auto School in North 
Andover take regular quizzes and 
are required to bring their driving 
manuals to every class. Carn’s Auto 
School, just down the highway in 
Waltham, does not test students and 
uses no textbooks or manuals. 

Despite these remaining prob- 
lems, the new bill is a breakthrough 
for the lawmakers who have argued 
for driving safety. The debate has 
gone on a long time, but many legis- 
lators simply found themselves 
being shot down when they suggest 
raising the driving age. A year ago, 
Barbara Harsha, executive director 
of the Governors Highway Safety 
association, said about raising the 
the age requirement, “If this were 
forced on the states, it would not be 
accepted very well. What it usually 
takes for politicians to change their 
minds is a series of crashes involy- 
ing young people.” 

Now those crashes have 
occurred, and change is finally on its 
way. 
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What exactly is ‘normal’ anyway? 


Participate in Day of 
Silence to fight 
Stereotypes 


By ERICKA KEARN 
Contributing Reporter 


“That’s so gay!” We’ve all heard 
it a million times. I’ve said it too. 
What is it supposed to mean? It’s a 
phrase used in a negative manner, 
just as someone may say, “That’s so 
stupid.” Ironically, ve also found it 
to be used in the manner of “That’s 
so unfair.” 

What’s unfair is the labeling of a 
person by just one aspect. There are 
so many stereotypes people use on a 
daily basis, that they don’t even real- 
ize it. Just because someone is Irish, 
does that mean they’re an alcoholic? 
Are all white people racist? Do all 
gay people have AIDs? Are all 
Christians close-minded religious 
fanatics? Of course not, so why 1s it 
that people cannot shake these labels 
out of their heads? 

I have had the pleasure of work- 
ing with NECC’s Gay Straight 
Alliance for the past three months, 
attending every meeting and learning 
about the community, and becoming 
well acquainted with a few members 
of the group. Stereotypes exist, even 
amongst people who are discriminat- 
ed against. Last week’s GSA meeting 
was one unlike any other week I’ve 


attended. The Vice President, Harry 
Guzman gave a speech about “nor- 
mal” that provoked an hour long dis- 
cussion in which everyone participat- 
ed in, all about stereotypes and how 
they affect all of us. 

Political correctness was dis- 
cussed, too, because even some of 
the gay community are unsure what 
the differences are between transgen- 
der and transsexual, and whether or 
not to say he or she. This made me 


become. the person they feel inside. 
These people, who feel stronger, are 
also called transsexual. Transsexual 
people live their lives as the opposite 
sex they were born as. Transsexuals 
can be “pre-op” or “post-op”, 
depending on whether or not they’ ve 
had surgery to become the sex they 
were meant to be. ~ 

Although there are all these spe- 
cific stereotypes, the one Guzman 
brought up was the toughest of all to 


while others listen to country. Some 
straight white men like to wear 
women’s underwear (extreme, but 
hey, no one can deny that it doesn’t 
occur!) What’s normal for some isn’t 
always normal for the next person. 
Maybe, it’s okay to say it’s normal to 
go to work or school everyday, to eat 
and sleep and nourish-one’s self, but 
it’s ridiculous to categorize being 
straight or white or anything about 
appearance or lifestyle as normal. 


wonder, so I It’s normal for 
did a little humans to breathe. 
research _ to 6 C Functions we need to 
uncover the survive can be catego- 
mystery. To It’s normal for humans to breathe. _ tized as normal, because 
best under- Functions we need to survive can be W" fankly these are 
stand about ‘ i the only few things we 
transgender, Categorized as normal because, quite as a human race do 
one must e share. All the other 
know — what frankly, these are the only few things things that make us 
gender identi- we as a human race do share. unique, different, origi- 
ty means first. nal, just cannot be 


When a person 
is born they 
are born with gender assignment, 
which is the physical genitalia. Some 
people don’t feel comfortable with 
their gender assignment because they 
feel their true identity is of the oppo- 
site sex. People who feel like this are 
“transgendered.” 

Some are content with their 
assigned genitals and can cross-dress 
to have fun, enjoy their feelings. 
Others feel much stronger about liv- 
ing as the sex they were meant to be: 
they take hormones, undergo treat- 
ment and physical reconstruction to 


figure out. “NORMAL.” When 
looked up in the dictionary all defin- 
itions resulted in something along the 
lines of “conforming with the norm” 
or “typical, not abnormal.” 

In today’s society though, there 
really aren’t many norms. We are 
such a diverse culture that although 
there are still majorities and minori- 
ties out there, within those groups, 
they all have differences that separate 
them from each other. Nobody can be 
categorized or labeled by just one 
thing. Some listen to punk rock, 


The summertime threat, 


coming to a home near you 


ACT NOW to stop 
the mosquito 


invasion! 


By DUSTIN LUCA 
Editor 


Spring time 
is here, and with 
it comes April 


showers, May 
flowers and 
June mosqui- 
toes 

For — any- 


body who has 
dealt with the 
miniature angels 
of blood-sucking death, it is common 
knowledge that the mosquito, which is 
actually Latin for “miniature angel of 
blood-sucking death,’ transmits a 
deadly, spooky disease known as 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis. Eastern 
Equine, or triple-E as lazy and illiterate 
people call it, is something that is 
responsible for annually killing off a 
few dozen birds, as well as putting five 
or six senior citizens in the area out of 
their misery by the end of the summer 
season. Though, lately, triple-E has 
become more of a threat somehow, as it 
is catching us younger folk off guard 
and upsetting the delicate balance of 
our fragile immune systems like a 
mutant crab apple trying to take over 
your brain. 

And tragically, the easiest way of 
obtaining triple-E is through the trans- 
mission of bodily fluids between you 
and a mosquito. 

There are many preventive mea- 
sures you can take in order to fight 


triple-E this season, and it is in this arti- 
cle that I am going to totally avoid 
those preventive measures and just tell 
knock-knock jokes instead. 

Ha ha, just kidding. 

The biggest thing you can do to 
easily avoid triple-E is to never go out- 
side. This one is obvious. If you are not 
exposed to mosquitoes, then you can’t 
get the disease. In fact, you can avoid a 
lot of diseases and vital threats on a 
daily basis by applying the never- 
leave-your-home methodology of 
medical treatment, including the 
plague, Avian Bird Flu and the need to 
drive a Hummer III. 

However, this won’t be enough for 
those of us who are stupid enough to 
walk out of our front door to do things 
like get the mail or threaten the life of 
the neighbor’s dog for wildly defecat- 
ing all over your lawn again. If you are 
one of these people, as hopeless as you 
are in the war on triple-E, there are at 
least a few more things you can do to 
avoid this airborn virus of vicious 
viciousness. 

First, coat yourself in five layers of 
bug repellent spray. This will work 
wonders when you want to keep bugs 
away from you. In fact, after putting on 
the fourth layer, I imagine there will be 
a lot of things that will stay away from 
you, including stupid people. So, real- 
ly, this is something that you should be 
doing year-round. 

Also, try to refrain from spraying 
bug repellent in your eyes. I know it’s a 
hard urge to fight, but it’s easier than 
you think. The stuff burns much hotter 
than the most intense levels of pain 
associated with spraying bug repellent 
in your eyes. 

Another thing you can do, if you’re 
allergic to bug repellent, is tie really big 
wings on your back, and hope that this 
will confuse the mosquitoes into think- 


ing that you are their mosquito over- 
lord from the great beyond, coming to 
claim your rightful place at the throne 
of humanity for many centuries yet to 
come. Also, if you look like a mosqui- 
to, this will probably also help to keep 
stupid people away from you — another 
reason why you should be doing this all 
year round. . 


There is one more thing that you. 


can do to avoid mosquitoes this season, 
and that is to wage war against them. 
That’s what this country needs — a war 
on mosquitoes. It’s a war we can actu- 
ally win. It isn’t like mosquito’s have 
oil, so attacking and eliminating them 
will have no economic impact in the 
future! 

That, and Dick Cheney won’t try to 
steal your soul... or tell people that you 
work for the CIA. 

To fight mosquitoes head-on, right 
on the front lines, the best thing we, as 
the dominant race on this planet, can do 
is to find the mosquito breeding 
grounds, usually swamps and aban- 
doned tires, and either napalm these 
hell nests to the hell they came from or, 
better yet, expose them to pictures of 
Britney Spears. Seeing her with unpro- 
tected human eyes is painful enough— 
just imagine what effects her face 
would have on a set of compound eyes. 

These ideas are genius, and if we 
aren’t doing stuff like this by the mid- 
dle of June, then the human race is 
doomed from this point on. It is only a 
matter of time before the problem gets 
out of hand, so if we don’t act now, 
then we might as well start bowing 
down to the mosquito overlord on an 
hourly basis and devoting our entire 
lives to sucking the blood out of our 
house pets. Act now, human-folk, or 
forever hold your peace. 

Knock knock? 


applied to “normal.” 
This is why stereo- 
typing is just so hard to abolish. So 
many people have norms established 
in their minds, from years of stereo- 
types, categorizing and discriminat- 
ing because of visible differences. 
Wednesday, April 26 is a day that 
gives everyone a chance to show 
they’re opposition to stereotypes. 
“Founded in 1996, the Day of 
Silence has become the largest single 
student-led action towards creating 
safer schools for all, regardless of 
sexual orientation, gender identity or 
gender expression. From the first- 


ever Day of Silence at the University 
of Virginia in 1996, to the organizing 
efforts in over 1,900 middle schools, 
high schools, colleges and universi- 
ties across the country in 2002, its 
textured history reflects its diversity 
in both numbers and reach,” says the 
official website of the event, 
www.dayofsilence.org. 

Gay or straight, by being silent 
on April 26, people can lend their 
strong voices to those who are too 
afraid to speak up for themselves. It’s 
hard to accept the realities that dis- 
crimination exists everywhere, and 
for those of us who see it, and can 
make a stand against it, it’s our 
chance to lend our strength to others, 
and to hopefully open the eyes and 
ears of the close-minded people who 
don’t see or realize what negative 
damage is done by allowing discrim- 
ination and stereotypes to continue. 

These are issues that do not just 
affect the gay community, it affects 
us all at NECC, for the gay commu- 
nity within NECC is a huge fiber in 
our NECC community as a whole. 
We are all students, all people that 
think and feel and deserve to live and 
just be without fear of discrimination 
from others. On Monday, April 24, t- 
shirts, buttons, stickers and informa- 
tional packets will be available from 
the GSA in the lobby of the Spurk 
building. Everyone can get a chance 
to learn about the importance of this 
day, what it symbolizes, and show 
their support for our entire communi- 


ty. 


Bio-terror moving 
right next door 


Level 4 pathogens 
coming to Boston 


University 


By MARK PALERMO 
Contributing Reporter 


They should build it in a desert. 
Or on an island. Or in Alaska. Or 
maybe not at all, since the govern- 
ment already has three of them. Are 
you ready to have a Level 4 bio-ter- 
ror lab in your backyard? A lab that 
will work with Anthrax, Viral 
Hemorrhagic Fever, Botulism, the 
Plague, Ebola, AIDS, and even 
Tularemia, the most infectious patho- 
genic bacterium known on earth. But 
political expedience trumps common 
sense, and (this is one of the stupid- 
est ideas I have ever heard) Boston 
University is building a Level 4 bio- 
terror lab on Albany St. in Boston’s 
South End. How would you like to 
own a business, or a restaurant, or 
even worse, live next to a bioterror 
lab? But don’t worry, the authorities 
say there is no danger to the commu- 
nity. Remember the original King 
Kong movie? “Don’t worry folks, 
those chains are made of chromed 
steel!” 
’ Despite Boston University’s 
smug assurances, these labs have a 


history of accidents and near-acci- . 


dents. Many cases of SARS in Asia, 
for example, were spread when bio- 
lab workers and scientists unwitting- 
ly contracted the disease and went 
home at the end of their workday. In 
Siberia in 1979, a lab accident caused 
an anthrax epidemic that cost the 
lives of 63 people in the surrounding 
community. Last September at least 
three mice carrying a deadly strain of 
the Plaocue escaned from the Public 


Health Research Institute in Newark, 
New Jersey, another bio-terror 
research lab. After an investigation 
by the FBI, a spokesman stated, 
“We’re satisfied that there is no pub- 
lic safety risk, and there doesn’t seem 
to be any nexus to criminal activity 
or terrorism.” In December 2002 a 
power failure compromised yet 
another infectious disease laboratory 
at Plum Island, New York. With air 
compressors and refrigeration sys- 
tems shut down, workers devised a 
“high-tech containment” procedure: 
They used duct tape to seal all the 
doors. (Maybe they got the idea from 
watching the Red Green show on 
PBS.) 

About 150 scientists, mostly 
from the faculty of Harvard, MIT, 
BU and Boston College sent a letter 
to the Boston City Council stating, 
“There are real and potentially cata- 
strophic risks to the health and safety 
of people in the local and surround- 
ing communities.” Surrounding com- 
munities means us. But BU received 
a $128 million grant and they don’t 
want to send the check back. Now 
that the National Institute of Health: 
has given approval, construction is 
set to begin. Completion of the pro- 
ject is expected to take three years. 
And while it is too late to block the 
actual construction of the lab, the 
level 4 licensing process, which will 
enable them to work with the most 
dangerous pathogens, is still in play. 
As Thomas Jefferson once said, “The 
price of freedom is eternal vigi- 
lance.” 


Mark Palermo is an 
NECC faculty member. 
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Professor at 
Northern Essex 
currently writing 
book 


Richard Padova, a history, 
government and geography 
professor at Northern Essex, is 
currently writing a book about 
his experiences in politics. It 
is tentatively titled “First In 

. The Nation: One Insider's View 
of the New Hampshire 
Presidential Primary, 1980 - 
2004.” 

Padova details his experi- 
ences — humorous and other- 
wise — campaigning for presi- 
dential candidates in the first 
primary state. 

An avowed political 
junkie, Padova maintains a 
museum-quality collection of 
political campaign memorabil- 
ia at home, has presented pub- 
lic talks on topics of political 
and historical interest, and was 
a media commentator during 
the 1996, 2000 and 2004 presi- 
dential primaries in New 
Hampshire. 

The book is tentatively 
scheduled to be released in 
2007. 


Deaf community 
theater troupe to 
perform at NECC 


A Show of Hands Theatre 
Company-SOHTC is _ present- 
ing “ Directions: Where are we 
going from here?” on April 29 
from 3 - 4:00 p.m. in Lecture 
Hall A in the C Building. 

Those interested can con- 
tact Bellacole66@yahoo.com. 
with any questions regarding 
the show. 


9th Annual Foreign 
Film Festival 
set for Lawrence’s 
Amesbury Street 
campus 


Northern Essex 1s present- 
ing its 9th annual Foreign Film 
Festival in Lawrence. 

The films featured are as 
follows: 

Mondays in the Sun: 

April 15- 8:00 P.M. 


The Man Without A Past: 
April 22- 8:00 P.M. 


Rififi: 
April 29- 8:00 P.M. 


All showings will be at the 
Lawrence Amesbury Street 
Campus. For more information 
please contact Mark Palermo at 
mpalermo@necc.mass.edu 

or call 978-556-3000 ext. 
7463 

or check out the website at 
http://neccfilmfest.tripod.com 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Student starts donation effort 


Program models ‘give 
a penny, take a penny’ 
for text books 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


In an effort to give NECC stu- 
dents a third option for after-semes- 
ter use of their college textbooks, a 
lone student is fighting to start a 
trend of financial generosity with 
the Students Looking Out For 
Students book donation program. 

The program, which has been 
running since the beginning of the 
spring semester with little to no 
activity, encourages students to 
donate books to other students who 
may not have the financial strength 
necessary to afford close to $100 in 
college text books per class. 

“It’s kind of like the Pay It 
Forward theory,” said Jo-Anne 
Guillet, a radiological technology 
major at NECC, referring to a movie 
about a cultural trend that encour- 
aged individuals who received a 
favor to repay similar favors to three 
additional individuals. 

According to Guillet, the pro- 
gram offers a third option to stu- 
dents with used textbooks who 


would either keep them as a 
resource later on or sell them back 
to the bookstore for “such a small 
amount.” 

“TJ know there are a lot of stu- 
dents out there like me with books 
that are collecting dust,” said 
Guillet. “I would rather help others 
than to just get that small percent- 
age from the bookstore. I'd get 
much more satisfaction from it.” 

Guillet said that the idea came to 
mind after she encountered another 
student in the bookstore who was 
moments away from purchasing a 
textbook priced at $85 that she had 
and no longer needed. 

“That was $85 she could use 
towards whatever she didn’t already 
have,” said Guillet. 

Though she is hopeful that the 
initiative will take off and strength- 
en as time continues onward, Guillet 
expressed some concerns with the 
program that, after nearly a semester 
of activity, has seen very few books 
pass through it. 

“NECC gets a certain percent- 
age of money brought in from the 
bookstore,” said Guillet, detailing 
concerns college administration, 
primarily President David Hartleb, 
had with the program and the possi- 
bility it had of violating the col- 
lege’s exclusivity contract with 
Barnes & Noble, owner and opera- 
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Lt. Col. Rutter 
speaks at college 


Continued from Page 1 


“It's totally different over there,” 
said Rutter. “It is not like downtown 
or rural Pennsylvania, or rural 
Massachusetts. There are different 
tribes and religions block by block.” 

It was there where he said he wit- 
nessed the death of SPC Paul Smith, 
which later progressed into a short 
machinima-styled film illustrating 
the story of Smith and how he died in 
the war. 

According to the movie, Smith 
was fighting with a group of soldiers 
defending a makeshift prisoner hold- 
ing area from an attacking force of 
what was estimated to be 120 enemy 
soldiers. After defending three criti- 
cal points with nothing more than a 
turret positioned on top of a tank, 
Smith was hit by enemy fire. 

“Witnessing the death of such 
young individuals is really challeng- 
ing,” said Rutter. 

Earlier on in the presentation, 
Rutter said that he was present when 
Smith, after being hit, died from his 
injuries sustained in the firefight. 
Soon after, Smith was the first soldier 
fighting in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
to receive the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. 


IT’S YOUR GIG 


learn more at 


Lt. Col. Scott Rutter: 


Following his service spent in 
combat, Rutter served as a foreign 
correspondent for Fox News, where 
he finished up the 18 months he spent 
in Iraq before retiring from the mili- 
tary. 

“What you see on the news is an 
inaccurate account of the information 
from individuals who are only 
reporters reporting what they see on 
the surface,” said Rutter. “Different 
cultures view it all in different ways. 
What you hear in the news is simply 
our perspective.” 


-RUN WITH IT! 
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tor of the college’s bookstore. “But 
we're donating books, not selling 
them. We’re not in violation of the 
contract.” 

Additionally, Guillet initially 
hoped that the program could be run 
through the Financial Aid office, 
which would partly ensure that 
donated textbooks would get into 
the right hands, but the college 
placed the home base for the pro- 
gram by the circulation desk in the 
Bentley Library, opening the pro- 
gram driven by generosity up to be 
victim of dishonest exploitation. 

“There are going to be people 
who will exploit the process,” said 
Guillet, referring to students who 
would take donated books and sell 
them back to the bookstore as if they 
owned them. “Right now, (the pro- 
gram) is not secured. You take 
books as you need them, and leave 
them as you don’t need them — it’s 
based on the honor system.” 

When the program started, 
Guillet donated at least 15, and pos- 
sibly more, of her own college text- 
books used throughout 14 courses 
she previously took at NECC. 
According to Guillet, after a few 
weeks, all of the books had disap- 
peared. 

“T hope they went to someone 
who needed them,” said Guillet. 

Guillet also said that another 


problem the program is facing is 
that nobody at the college is willing 
to take responsibility for the pro- 
gram and make sure that it runs 
smoothly. 

“Everybody likes the idea, but 
no one wants to take it on as their 
own project,” said Guillet. “My 
proposal was that people would 
donate to financial aid to warehouse 
the books. They have these finan- 
cial aid students, and they know 
their financial needs.” 

Guillet also added that reasons 
the program didn’t go to the finan- 
cial aid office included a lack of 
warehousing space, resources and 
staffing to monitor and distribute the 
donated books. 

“We'd need to put some controls 
into that warehouse in financial aid 
for those people who have a finan- 
cial need,” said Guillet. 

Despite being quiet over the past 
semester, Guillet is hopeful that the 
program will grow and move on to 
bigger and better things as populari- 
ty for it grows. 

“More people will enroll (at 
NECC) with the promise of free 
books,” said Guillet. “I want this to 
continue forever. I want this to be 
the third option for students and 
theit books.” 


Commencement 
speaker chosen 


New York Times best selling 
author Cheryl Richardson will be the 
commencement speaker at Northern 
Essex Community College's gradua- 
tion exercises on May 20, 2006, on 
the Haverhill campus. As the author 
of “Take Time for Your Life,” “Life 
Makeovers,” and “Stand Up for Your 
Life,’ and the new book “The 
Unmistakable Touch of Grace,” 
Richardson seemed a natural fit to 
speak to NECC graduates who are 
embarking on their own new and 
continued journey to self-fulfillment. 

Richardson, the oldest of seven 
children, apprenticed in her father's 
tax consulting business during her 
early years. While she became quite 
adept at deciphering tax code, she 
was not terribly fulfilled by the job. 
After her father's business was 
destroyed by fire, she began a per- 
sonal quest to find her passion, which 
she discovered was helping others 
find theirs. 

Today she is a recognized life 
coach, best-selling author, radio per- 
sonality, and a regular guest on 
national television. 

"Our students will relate to 
Cheryl's story since many of them are 
planning new career paths. With her 
experience as a personal coach and 


what she learned in her own career 
journey, she will be the perfect per- 
son to address our graduates,” says 
NECC President David F. Hartleb. 
"We look forward to what I'm sure 
will be an inspiring address." 

Richardson was the first presi- 
dent of the International Coach 
Federation and holds one of its first 
Master Certified Coach credentials. 
She received the 2000 motivational 
Book Award for “Life Makeovers” 
from Books for a Better Life, which 
honors the year's most outstanding 
books and magazines in the self- 
improvement genre. Her work has 
been covered widely in the media 
including “The Today Show,” “Good 
Morning America,” “CBS This 
Morning,” The New York Times, 
USA Today, Good Housekeeping, 
and O Magazine. 

Cheryl was the team leader for 
the “Lifestyle Makeover Series” on 
the “Oprah Winfrey Show” and she 
accompanied Oprah on the “Live 
Your Best Life” nationwide tour. 
Richardson writes a coaching column 
for Body & Soul Magazine and can 
be heard on her internet talk radio 
show “Coach on Call” on www.hay- 
houseradio.com and Sirius Satellite 
radio channel 114, LIME. 
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Mavens News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Colleges around the 
’ state try to prevent 
“pre party” drinking 


(AP) Concerned that students 
are binge drinking before heading 
out to school-sponsored events, 
administrators are trying to come 
up with solutions to curb the so- 
called “pregaming" that has landed 
some underage partiers in the hos- 
pital or infirmary. 

At Brandeis University in 
Waltham, administrators have cau- 
celed a popular outdoor party after 
some students became dangerously 
intoxicated last fall — not at the 
Modfest bash, but before. 

At Wellesley, administrators 
have banned parties over 1,000, and 
at one event offered two beers to 
each student of the legal age to try 
to curb preparty binge drinking, 
The Boston Sunday Globe reported. 

The University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst has pro- 
hibited drinking games and any 
group of more than 10 students 
drinking in a dorm room. It will 
also require entering freshmen this 
fall to complete an online alcohol 
training course. 

“It's a very difficult thing for 
universities to deal with,” said 
David Greene, vice president for 
campus life at Brown University in 
Providence, R.I., where 30 students 
needed medical attention on the 
night of a popular dance last fall. 

“You don't want to put students 
at greater risk (by pushing the 
drinking behind closed doors), but 
you need to enforce the law and 
have reasonable standards of 
behavior,” he said. 


Red Cross to revamp 
entire emergency 
response team 


NEW YORK (AP)—Assailed 
for its many missteps in the wake 
of Hurricane Katrina, the American 
Red Cross is plunging into a daunt- 
ing, two-track effort to overhaul its 
entire disaster response system and 
the often cumbersome way it gov- 
erns itself. 

There is pressure to move 
quickly and convincingly. 

The new hurricane season 
starts June 1, and the Red Cross is 
hurrying to get its new response 
plans in place before any big 
storms arrive. 

It also hopes to complete an 
independent audit this summer and 
offer governance reform proposals 
to Congress before skeptical politi- 
cians start pushing their own 
reform plans. 

“Is the process painful? 
Absolutely," Red Cross board of 
governors chairwoman Bonnie 
McElveen-Hunter said. **These are 
defining moments, defining hours 
for us. ... But ulti 
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Student Activities offers 
open space for club usage 


Clubs on campus will 
be able to apply for 
use of office space 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


With the help of UMASS gradu- 
ate student Charles LeBlanc, the 
Student Activities Department of 
NECC is now going to have three 
offices available for clubs on campus 
to occupy. 

The plan for the new offices was 
set into motion when a recent Office 
Needs Assessment Survey was taken 
among advisors of college clubs on 
campus, and the survey found that 
there was some need for space. 

The news about the new club 
space was also announced at the ICC 


monthly meeting, last Monday, April 
3h 

Formerly, the B Building was 
used to house the departments that 
now are in the new one stop student 
center. 

Since there was open space 
available the student activities 
department decided to take three 
rooms - B108, B110 and B112 - and 
turn them into mini club offices. The 
Student Senate currently occupies 
room B 108. 

“No other community college in 
Massachusetts has this,” said Charles 
LeBlanc of Student Activities, 
adding that most college clubs in 
other community colleges either 
have to fend for themselves, or share 
space with their own student activi- 
ties department. 

The rooms are equipped with 
desks, chairs, a computer with word 
processing software, and a telephone 


that is available to make outside 


calls. They will be available for 
usage, Monday through Friday, 9:00 
AM, to 4:00 pm. 

For a club to be considered for 
occupation of the space, all they 
have to do is contact Student 
Activities and fill out the required 
paperwork, a Key Authorization 
form. 

The rooms can usually hold 
about five or six people in them at 
once, small enough for most clubs to 
hold small meetings. 

If the request is approved the 
faculty advisor of the club would 
then make up a list of students who 
would be allowed access to the 
room. 

Currently, space is still available 
to occupy for next semester 

“The clubs will be able to keep 
the office until it is no longer needed, 
it will be a semi permanent home for 
them,” said LeBlanc. 


New Etiquette Program 
engages students 


Manners for job 
interviews are taught 


at first of seminars 


By COOKIE LOPEZ 
Contributing Reporter 


The new Etiquette Program was 
introduced on April 4 to 10 students 
from Northern Essex Community 
College. 

The goal of the seminar was to 
edify a ritual of self-preparation that 
would arm the students with confi- 
dence and self-reliance for success in 
any social setting. 

The seminar consisted of more 
than a list of do's and don'ts, also pro- 
viding valuable tips on behavior and 
composure. 

The school administrators that 
presented the seminar were Rose 
Dittmer, assistant dean of the Career 
Planning & Advising Center; CPAC 
advisers Marissa Galante and Sue 
Chory; and Nita Lamborghini, assis- 
tant dean of College Life and 
Healthy Living. The program will be 
offerred to Student Ambassadors and 
eventually incorporated into the 
CDC workshops within a_ year, 
broadening the spectrum to other stu- 
dents. 

The workshop helped with 
teaching confidence derived from 
the helpful tools, such as good man- 
ners. This workshop teaches you 
how to “enter, exit, and everything 
in-between” in a casual, professional 
or social setting. 

The students asked many intel- 
lectual questions while providing 
feedback to many of the scenarios 
presented. 

The expected duration of the 
event was scheduled for two hours, 
however, due to the students' eager- 
ness to learn more on the ensuing 
topic, the end came an hour later than 
anticipated. 


wn 


What ever socio-economic back- 
ground the student comes from; 
we want students to feel that they 
have the same opportunities avail- 


able to them. 


-Nita Lamborghini , 
Assistant Dean of College Life 
and Healthy Living 


The food was a four-course meal 
consisting of soup, a garden salad, 
the main course was ziti and meat- 
balls, and strawberry cake for 
dessert. 

The meal was strategically 
planned to solicit questions from the 
participants and led to a display of 
appropriate manners at the table. 

Everyone was fully clad in for- 
mal attire, sitting erect and attending 
the speakers. 

“Young adults develop social 
skills along the way, through social 
experiences or associations with 
other people. What ever socio-eco- 
nomic background the student comes 
from, we want students to feel that 
they have the same opportunities 
available to them. We open up their 
worlds to the realization that nothing 
is reserved, limited or restricted. The 
students are the elite class, and 
should have every opportunity to 
succeed in any setting. The mystique 
is taken out of it, and the student 
walks away with a sense of confi- 
dence,” Lamborghini said. 

“Social etiquette is based on 
chivalry, and it's the respect of eti- 
quette that is sadly lacking in this day 
and age. By presenting the opportu- 


nity for polishing up social skills, we 
give the students leverage to enter 
into any setting with confidence and 
poise. They won't have to fear judg- 
ments for the lack of knowing, but 
will be one step ahead of the game 
drastically improving their chances 
for a positive outcome, what ever 
that might be,” said Lamborghini. 

“There are a lot of expectations 
that a person comes prepared with 
this kind of knowledge. The ques- 
tion is where does one acquire this 
knowledge if there is no one at home 
to teach it?” said Dittmer. 

Migdalia Bachman, NECC stu- 
dent and participant of the 
Leadership Program, said, “This was 
an exciting opportunity for me to 
have been invited. It was a great 
experience, very informative trigger- 
ing cultural awareness. Good experi- 


ence for me now, especially when I 


will be traveling to England, Ireland, 
and Amsterdam over the summer on 
a learning scholarship. So this gave 
me the tools I need to prepare me for 
any events while meeting new people 
and learning new cultures. And I had 
lots of fun too, so it was worth it, 
besides we can't eat like animals all 
of the time.” 


a. 


World News 


Three-year anniversary 
in lraq marked with 
roadside bombings 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP)—Five 
roadside bombs killed at least three 
people in Iraq on Sunday—the 
three-year anniversary of the 
Baghdad's fall to U.S. forces. Iraq 
police and soldiers bolstered secu- 
rity in the capital to prevent attacks 
on ‘Freedom Day." 

The holiday marks the April 9, 
2003 event in which a huge crowd 
of Iraqis cheered as U.S. Marines 
hauled down the statue of Saddam 
Hussein on Firdous Square, mark- 
ing the collapse of his regime. 

American troops killed eight 
suspected insurgents in a pre-dawn 
raid north of the capital. 

Drivers in the capital were 
stopped and searched by Iraqi 
forces at extra checkpoints in the 
city. 

Most Iraqis welcomed the end 
of Saddam's regime, but the insur- 
gency, militias, rising sectarian vio- 
lence, electricity shortages and 
political vacuum have all sapped 
much of the enthusiasm generated 
by the collapse of dictatorship. 


Australia denies 
accusations made by 
the United Nations 


SYDNEY, Australia (AP)— 
Australia's foreign minister on 
Sunday denied U.N. accusations 
his department was involved in 
alleged kickbacks paid by the 
country's monopoly wheat exporter 
to Saddam Hussein's regime. 

Alexander Downer will testify 
Tuesday at an inquiry into kick- 
backs allegedly paid by the 
Australian Wheat Board, now 
known as AWB Ltd., to Saddam 
via a Jordanian trucking company. 

“The suggestion that some- 
how people in my department were 
involved in some kind of a conspir- 
acy with AWB Ltd. to break the 
laws of Australia, or international 
law, is absolutely preposterous," 
Downer told the Nine television 
network. 

Downer said there has been no 
evidence ‘anybody in my depart- 
ment has either been involved in a 
conspiracy or ... deliberately turned 
a blind eye." 

On Monday, Trade Minister 
and Deputy Prime Minister Mark 
Vaile is to tell retired Judge 
Terence Cole, who is heading the 
government-ordered inquiry, what 
he knows about the unfolding scan- 
dal. 

Cole launched the probe in 
January after a U.N. report last year 
accused AWB of having funneled 
$220 million into Saddam's coffers 
through the trucking company, 
known as Alia, to secure lucrative 
grain contracts. 
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Accident victim 
doesn t just survive - 
she thrives 


By JAY HOBSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Some people say the recipe for a 
girl is “sugar and spice and every- 
thing nice,” but in the case of 
Chrissy Bongiorni, a dash of courage 
and a healthy dose of determination 
were added. 

In high school, Bongiorni, now a 
first year journalism major at NECC, 
was a varsity cheerleader. In her 
junior year she cheered with her 
squad for her Georgetown High 
School sports teams. 

Bongiorni also tapped with the 
music and rhythm of her competitive 
dance team, her legs and feet sup- 
porting the weight of heavy tap 
shoes, her feet clittety-clacking with 
the music at Karla Pattavina's Dance 
Academy. 

At age 16 Bongiorni's life was 
radically altered. 

In October of 2002, Bongiorni 
had to park her car in a nearby park 
and ride lot and walk the short dis- 
tance to the school, because there 
weren’t enough spaces in the school 
parking lot. She found a spot, got 
out, locked the door and walked to 
the crosswalk. 


Apr. 12, 2006 


Bongiorni: 
eat, speak - all of it, all over again’ 


With books in hand, she started 
to cross the street when a car 
appeared. It raced toward her, and as 
the driver reached down for some- 
thing, he took his eyes off the road 
for only a moment. 

In that split second, the smooth 
surface of the car struck Bongiorni 
and sent her racing through the air. 
She hit her head on the rough asphalt 
of the street. 

“T was in a coma for four 
months. My trache and feeding tube 
kept me alive,” Bongiorni said. 

Relatives and friends kept vigil 
in her room watching over the 
unconscious young woman lying so 
still in the bed, surrounded by tech- 
nical equipment and tubes, until four 
months later. 

“IT just woke up,” Bongiorni 
explained with wide eyes and a 
broad smile. 

Bongiorni spent a year in conva- 
lescence and rehab. 

“JT don't remember much about 
the accident,” she said, “or about the 
months just before. I had to keep 
looking in my wallet to verify that I 
had a driver's license even though 
people kept telling me that I had 
one.” 

What lay ahead was a year of 
learning how to do what she had 
once taken for granted all over again. 

“T had to learn to walk, eat, 
speak - all of it, all over again,” 
Bongiorni said. 

Bongiorni wears her wavy dark 


” 


brown — shoulder-length 
hair pulled back, and a 
look of the determination 
she used in her recovery 
flashes in her eyes. 

“Things like sequenc- 
ing - doing things in their 
proper order, brushing my 
teeth, things like that, had 
to be re-learned,” she said. 

Four years later, 
Bongiorni is still working 
on her rehabilitation. 

“I'm still in physical 
therapy and working on 
my gait. I swing my shoul- 
ders too much when I 
walk. It helps me with for- _ 
ward momentum and bal- 
ance, but I have to reduce 
it much more,” Bongiorni 
said. 

The ankles and legs | 
that once supported heavy | 
tap shoes now are support- 
ed by plastic and wire 
braces that help Bongiorni 
with her walking. 

“T could have used a 
cane but I couldn't negoti- 
ate doorknobs and things 
like that with a cane in my 
hand, so I don't use one,” she said. 

Today, she likes to walk on a 
treadmill to improve her gait. She 
enjoys shopping, warm weather, lis- 
tening to music and calling her 
friends who have scattered to vari- 
ous colleges. 


Jay Hobson photo 
Struck by a car in Oct. 2002, Chrissy 
Bongiorni lived to tell her story. 


College life could have been a 
more serious challenge than it cur- 
rently is without the aid of her con- 
stant companion Karen Roman. 

Roman, a classroom assistant 
and note taker who works in con- 
junction with the Learning 


‘I had to learn to walk, 


Accomodations Center, 
answered a newspaper adver- 
tisement placed by Bongiorni’s 
parents. A former college 
teacher, she was assigned to 
help Bongiorni with note taking 
and other tasks. 

Roman has been with 
Bongiorni since she started at 
NECC two semesters ago. They 
are a team working together to 
reach Bongiorni's goal to be a 
journalist. 

“Chrissy gets frustrated 
sometimes because she com- 
pares herself now with her pre- 
accident self. My job is to make 
sure Chrissy gets to class and 
take notes to compare with the 
notes Chrissy takes,” Roman 
said. 

The future looks bright once 
again for the fledgling journal- 
ist whose stated goal is to 
“replace Sally Applegate at the 
Georgetown Record.” 

Bongiorni still has chal- 
lenges ahead of her. “Reading is 
hard for me, especially long 
passages, and I have a problem 
with short-term memory,” 
Bongiorni said. 

She uses software that lets her 
computer type by voice recognition, 
and with tutoring and the drive and 
determination that she used and still 
uses in her recovery, Chrissy 
Bongiorni has a recipe for success. 


Have FUN Workinc 


ON NECC’s 


SUMMER THEATRE 
PRODUCTIONS... 


AND EARN COLLEGE CREDITS 
ATTHE Same Time! 


NECC students may be eligible to earn three credits for 
participating in the NECC Fringe Players productions of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s “The Pirates of Penzance” and/or 
William Shakespeare’s “The Comedy of Errors?’ 


Students wishing to earn college credit for acting or working 
backstage need to contact Jim Murphy at jmurphy@necc. 
mass.edu or Susan Sanders at ssanders@necc.mass.edu or 
by calling 978-556-3374. Enrollment is by permission of the 
instructor only. 


Wednesday April 26 12-1 p.m. 
D-Building Lobby 


Sponsored by the NECC Department of 
Athletics and Recreation, a part of the College 
Life and Healthy Living Unit, Division of Enrollment 
Management and Student Services. 

To request a sign language interpreter please call 


bq’ 
ty 
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NECC students conduct sleep lab 


Polysomnography 
program attracts 
students to Lawrence 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Features Editor 


NEON Re 
lying in_ bed 
late one night, 
tossing and 
turning, won- 
dering what it 
is that makes it 
so difficult for 
you to rest. 

The answer 
to your ques- 
tion may be found through the study 
of polysomnography, or sleep disor- 
ders. The two-year program was 
recently introduced to NECC. 

“It's a very interesting program 
and the nice thing is that it's a new 
field,” said Polysomnography 
Student Jenna Melnicki. “Anything 
can happen when people are sleep- 


> 


ing. 

The prograin is directed by Chris 
Rowse of the respiratory therapy pro- 
gram and adjunct faculty member 
Andy Desrosiers, who runs the sleep 
lab at Holy Family Hospital. 

“We found out it was a perfect fit 
in this community,” said Desrosiers, 
of the program. “We developed the 
program and got the students, and the 
students are actually better quality 
than we expected.” 

The creation of the lab was made 
possible by two generous donations. 

Upon reading in a newspaper that 
NECC was to create a polysomnog- 
raphy program, Dr. Howard Zolot, 
DMD donated nearly $50,000 worth 
of equipment to the college, includ- 
ing cameras, monitors and beds. 

According to Paul Bevilacqua, 
vice-president and dean of academic 
affairs, Dr. Zolot's contributions pro- 
vided “a level of education less 
dependent on sending students to 
hospitals.” 

Dr. Zolot said the equipment was 
left behind by one of the tenants in an 


office that he 
managed. 

“Rather than 
try to sell it, I 
said 'there is a 
place this should 
bes. sad 2D 
Zolot. “It was 
tater 

The second 
donation came 
from MedCare. 
The company 
donated comput- 
er software 
CG aheietewra 
Somnologica 
Studio, which is 
used to measure 
information such 
as brain waves 
and facial move- 
Mi ve eiiee eS: 
According to 
Rowse, the soft- 
ware is valued at 
approximately 
$5,000 and can 
not be operated 
without a don- 


gle, a_ special 
$2,400 key. 
NECC was given 
around 20 of 
these keys. 


According to 
Melnicki, the 
software allowed students to score 
the patient's sleep patterns “epic by 
epic,” or in intervals of 30 seconds. 

On March 29, a dedication cere- 
mony was conducted at the sleep lab, 
located in the basement of the 
Franklin Street campus in Lawrence. 
At this time, Jackie Long-Goding, 
dean of health professions, presented 
Dr. Zolot with an award for his con- 
tributions. 

Melnicki and Mike Enos con- 
ducted a sleep study on Paul 
Fineberg during the dedication. Enos 
and Fineberg are also polysomnogra- 
phy students. 

“The students have set up an 
actual sleep lab...and I have to say 
I'm so impressed,” said Long- 
Goding. 

Melnicki and Enos first cleansed 


Fineberg's scalp to prepare for the 
study. They then measured his head 
to determine the proper placement of 
seven gold plated electrodes. The 
ends of the electrodes were covered 
with Ten20 conductive paste, placed 
on the scalp and taped down. 

The electrodes measured brain 
waves, muscle movement in the eyes 
and chin, and heart rate. They were 
hooked up to a head box, which 
transferred the information to a near- 
by area with a computer. 

Video cameras with infrared 
technology are installed above the 
bed and feed to small monitors near 
the computer station. 

The patient was then set up with 
a nasal breathing tube. A respiratory 
belt was then wrapped around his 
abdomen to measure breathing in the 
nose and chest. The belt allowed the 


students to check for sleep disor- 
dered breathing. 

Some patients are also given leg 
leads to measure any leg movement 
that occurred during their sleep. In 
some studies, EKGs are often used as 
well. 

“T am going to have a regular 
sleep study done in a few weeks, so 
this is kind of good practice,” said 
Fineberg. 

Fineberg said he has experienced 
sleep problems throughout his adult 
life and teen years. 

“IT had insomnia and I wake up 
and I'm tired all the time and I've got 
to the point where I have decided to 
do something about it,” said 
Fineberg. “They suspect I may have 
an apnea problem.” 

The polysomnography program 
was designed to teach students how 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 


Members of the polysomnography program Jenna Melnicki (left) and Mike Enos (right) attach 
gold plated electrodes to the scalp of fellow student Paul Fineberg (center). 


to conduct a sleep study and allow 
them to provide an accurate diagno- 
sis. ; 

At the beginning of the course, 
students used glass models of heads, 
which were purchased by NECC, to 
measure and mark the placement of 
the electrodes. 

After spending some time study- 
ing in a classroom atmosphere, stu- 
dents began working with one anoth- 
er to create their own sleep lab sce- 
narios. They are also taught to score 
electrode readings. Further into the 
program, they began clinical rota- 
tions in hospital sleep labs. 

“You're providing people with an 
opportunity to advance their careers 
and the college the opportunity to 
serve the community,” said 
Bevilacqua. 


Dr. Howard Zolot, DMD and Program Directors Chris Rowse and 
Andy Desrosiers, ready to observe sleep patterns at the lab. 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 
Chris Rowse, co-director of the program, uses a glass model of a 
head to determine the approprate location of gold plated electrodes. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


RR comma oui! 


Ninth annual NECC foreign film festival set to begin Saturday, April 15 


_ By MELIssA CARON spective on things.” 
_ Arts & Entertainment Editor Palermo says that it is this inter- 
* national perspective, along with a 
7 “You never know who's going to developed ot of community, that 
* show up,” says Mark Palermo of the inspired the inception of the film fes- 
4 tival. 


~ annual NECC foreign fil ival. 
aa ane destival “We said, 'Nowadays, where can 


young people go?' Every place you 
go is based on some consumption of 
goods, and if you don't have any 
money, you're not invited to partici- 
pate. What kind of community is 
that?” says Palermo. 
“Neighborhood” and “communi- 
are important concepts to 
8 Palermo. 
“J think our 
deepest need as 
people is commu- 


iz According to Palermo, people 
come to the festival from MIT, from 
_ Boston art schools, from Merrimack 
College, from Lawrence and 
Andover. Palermo recalls that one 
"year a group of homeless people 
attended a screening. “There is only 
one group that consistently doesn't 
attend, and that's 
| NECC students,” 
_ says Palermo. 
_ Palermo, 
along with his 


ty” 


wife Esther, is the nity,” he says. 
founder of the | You can't be 
annual NECC for- happy in a vacu- 
eign film festival um. You have to 
‘ hs year's Festi have a communi- 


ty. Something in 
the nature of 
~ modern times 
lends to emotion- 
al isolation. 
have to actively 
push against it.” 
Palermo says 
it is important that 
this festival take 
place in his home- 
town. “Lawrence 


val will take place 
in the White Fund | 
conference room 
of the Amesbury 
Street Lawrence — 
campus on. April 
15h 22; and 29 at 8 
p.m. 

Palermo is the 
coordinator of the 
ESL program at 


PC omrteky viphote 
Mark Palermo 


a Co 


a ~ has is on the verge of a 
n teaching at We feel that the cultural _renais- 
the college for 21 sank There's 


film festival is part 
cultural 


years. He grew up 
in a_ three-story 
tenement in 
Lawrence, and has 
spent time living 
in Mexico and ° 
Europe and was even a street per- 
former for some time in Spain. 

Esther Palermo was an actress 
and lawyer in her native Dominican 
Republic, and lived in Paris for a 
time. She is now an adjunct faculty 
member at NECC. 

About he and his wife, Palermo 
says, “We have an international per- 


kind of a rediscov- 
ery going on. Art 
galleries, cultural 
festivals... We feel 
that the film festi- 
val is part of a cul- 


of a 
rebirth. 


tural rebirth.” 

The Palermos, along with former 
dean of the Lawrence campus Cathy 
Roger, organized the first NECC for- 
eign film festival in 1998. 

“Cathy was very open-minded 
and proactive about the whole idea,” 
says Palermo, and adds that Roger 


You * 


even originally funded the festival. 

Today, the festival is funded by 
three organizations: The Student 
Activities Committee, the Diversity 
Committee and the Office of Faculty 
and Staff Development. 

The cost for such a festival is 
more than one might think. 

“People have the idea that you 
can just go to Blockbuster,” Palermo 
says. 

Unfortunately, it's not that sim- 
ple. Each one of the films shown at 
the festival must clear public perfor- 
mance rights. The cost for this 
varies, but for just one of this year's 
films it was $250. Money also must 
go to pay for security. 

The Palermos select all the films 
for each year's festivals, spending 
Saturday nights going to the Harvard 
University Film Archive or Brattle 
Theater to watch foreign films. 

“It's a.labor of love,” Palermo 
says. “We're already reviewing films 
for the 2007 film festival.” 

Criteria for the selected films is 
something that, according to 
Palermo, has never really been artic- 
ulated, but it mostly has to do with 
quality. 

Palermo says that a lot of the 
movies chosen are of the “happily 
ever after” variety. 

“People want to be uplifted,” he 
says. “If they're not uplifted, they 
want to walk away with a new under- 
standing.” 

The ultimate goal of the festival 
is one of enlightenment and unifica- 
tion. 

“T come from old Lawrence, 
Palermo says. “I remember when 
neighborhood meant something. I 
see viewing a film as a shared expe- 
rience.” 

Just don't ask Palermo what he 
thinks about overdubbed foreign 
films. 

“Loathsome. Disgusting. Never 
ever as long as I have a heartbeat will 
I ever show a dubbed movie,” he 
says. 


” 


“Mondays in the Sun” (Spain) 
Directed by Fernando Leon de Aranda 


The story of six friends variously struggling 
to make ends meet in the aftermath of a 
devastating shipyard closure in a northern 
Spanish coastal city. The film’s portrait of 
the men’s friendship contrasted with their 
problematic family lives is ultimately a 
poignantstory of middie age and a subtext 
of the human cost of globalization. 


Saturday 


“The Man Without A Past” (Finland) 
Directed by Aki Kaurismaki 


A man suffers a brutal beating by 
hugs. Left with amnesia, he must 
build a new life. Aided by outcasts and 
homeless of Helsinki, he moves into 
an empty shipping container, plants a 
garden, listens to R&B on a salvaged 
jukebox, and falls in love with a 
Salvation Army soup kitchen volunteer. 
The soundtrack features a Finnish 
rockabilly band. 


“Rififi” (France) 
Directed by Jules Dassin 


Saturday 
April 22 - 8 p.m. 


his black and white classic practical- 
y defines the film noir gangster heist: 
A gray urban setting and underworld of 
extreme violence and fatal passions, 
all governed by testosterone. One of 
he first examples of the French New 
Wave, the film exhibits an existential 
point of view of the individual as a ° 
free-thinking character trapped in an 
absurd world. 


Saturday 
April 29 - 8 p.m. 


Dancers to perform in annual recital 


and Senior Citizen admission is $6. 

This year promises to be as enter- 

taining as ever with as many as ten 
‘separate pieces, ranging from ballet 
and jazz to modern and interpretive 
dance. 

The dance company will be per- 
forming a nine-minute piece entitled 
“Beyond Katrina” and choreographed 
by instructor 

Ns Day in and day out, a dancer'slife E 1 aione 
“revolves around practice, practice, _Mawhinney. ‘It is” 


- ‘Still Point XXXII’ 
will showcase a year 
_ of accomplishment 
By HEATHER WALKER 
_ Contributing Reporter 


_ practice. The culmination of hours of a four-part modem 
practice daily put in over a period of | dance based upon 
months will come down to a three to the events of 
nine-minute performance in this Hurricane Katrina. 


month's "Still Point XXXII.” 

“Still Point” is an annual dance 
performance that has been going on 
at the college every spring for the past 
32 years. It is a time for the student 
dancers to showcase what they have 
accomplished over the year. The 
level of experience may vary, but the 


Dixie-land- 
music opens the 
piece cheerfully. 
Dancers are seen 
sporting sus- 
penders and other 
pleasant costumes 
associated with 


dedication and heart are all the same. this genre of 

Opening night for “Still Point music, and the 
XXXII” will be Saturday, April 22. atmosphere is 
The following weekend it willalsobe laid-back. — The 


performed on Friday the 28 and 
Saturday the 29. All shows begin at 8 
p-m. Adult admission is $10, Student 


music begins to 
fade off, and then, 
silence. 


MR a a ANNE te ERO LITE SES FRSA M 


The next part of the piece is done 
in total silence. It gives a sense of 
depth, loss, and emotion while repre- 
senting the actual hurricane event. 

A low trumpet solo begins to fade 
in while dancers perform a slow bal- 
let, representing the aftermath and 
destruction caused by the hurricane. 


modern dance that tells a dramatic 
story. It represents a young girl get- 
ting pregnant and the choices and 
ordeals she faces during this time. 

Mawhinney has a great deal of 
confidence in the piece. She said, 
“This work is an example of modern 
dance at it's finest.” 

Julia King and Renée Welcome 
will also be performing original 
choreographed pieces. King will be 
performing a solo piece entitled 
“Footsteps.” Breton Lefevre will be 
accompanying her on the guitar with 
his own original music. Welcome 


The final section of the piece is 
performed to blues music and ends on 
an upbeat theme. Dancers are in 
vibrant colors again, wearing beads, 
as this part represents the rebuilding 
and the celebration of Madi Gras. 

“The fourth section is very . 
important,” Mawhinney said. “Even 
though it is upbeat, there is still much 
struggle going on. 
' Tt 1s nice people 
"are beginning to 
move on and 
Madi Gras was 
still held to show 


some normalcy, 
but the truth is, 
many people 
were still suffer- 
ing then and con- 
tinue today. We 
cannot ignore or 
forget this fact.” 
“Choosing 
Life,” ; .ax «piece 
choreographed by 
Michelle Dalton, 
also appears to be 
an emotional, 
thought-provok- 
ing piece. It is a 


Courtesy photo 
Students will perform the ballet, “First Waltz.” 


will be performing “I Am,” which she 
previously showed at the American 
College Dance Festival and received 
much praise for. 

Aside from individually choreo- 
graphed pieces, classes will also be 
performing. The jazz class will have 
a routine to the song “Razzle Dazzle” 
from the hit show Chicago. The 
dance club will also be performing an 
upbeat piece entitled “In the Jungle,” 
to the popular Guns 'n' Roses song. 
The ballet classes will be performing 
two pieces as well. 
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Latest Top Notch 
production is 
poignantly acted 


By DANIELLE A. JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


The scene opens on a two-story 
slate blue house with cream trim 
and a burgundy screen door. There 
is a wrought iron garden table diag- 
onally across from the garage in the 
same cream as the house, flanked 
by two matching chairs, and it is sit- 
ting, empty, just waiting, along with 
everything else, to be inhabited by 
those words, actions, costumes and 
energy that will vividly transform 
them and bring this entire set to life. 

“Where's your. tobacco?” says 
Dr. Jim Bayliss, played by Adam 
LaMonica. 

“I think I left it on the table,” 
says Joe Keller, played by 
actor/director Jim Murphy. “Gonna 
rain tonight.” 

“Paper says so?” says Bayliss. 

“Yeah, right here,” says Keller. 

“Then it can't rain,” says 
Bayliss, inspiring the first bout of 
laughter from the crowd of about 55 
people who decided to utilize their 
Thursday night to see the Top Notch 
Theater's production of Arthur 
Miller's “All My Sons.” 

Shortly after these two gentle- 
men take the stage, 
they are joined by 


Frank Lubey, 
played by James 
Phelps. His open- 
ing line is a simple 
“Hiya,” and he 


then goes on to 
talk to Keller about 
everything from 
breakfast to the 
news. Finally he 
gets to the tree, fallen in the yard, 
which was planted for Larry Keller 
27 years earlier. Larry had been 
missing in action for the past three 
years, yet his mother Kate Keller 
(played by Melissa Juchniewicz) 
never gave up hope. 

There were several unique ele- 


ments about last week's production 
of Miller's play: The role of Kate 
Keller was played by a professor 
from the Humanities Department 
(Juchniewicz), the director was one 
of the actors (Murphy as Joe Keller) 
and, for the first time in a Top 
Notch Theater main stage produc- 
tion, there was the addition of an 
assistant director - student Cory 
Cocchiaro. 

For comedic relief, there was 
Dr. Bayliss (LaMonica), his wife 
Sue Bayliss, (Lindsey Bombard), 
and Lydia Lubey (Christine 
Murphy), as the wife of Frank 
Lubey. They played the respective 
roles of a playboy doctor, the 
scorned or cheated wife, and the 
happy-go-lucky housewife. 

The part of Bert was played by 
Colin Budzyna, 9, whose mother 
Deidre Budzyna is an adjunct pro- 
fessor at the college. His previous 
experience includes acting in “A 
Christmas Carol” at the Top Notch 
Theater for the last several years. 

This three-act play consisted of 
just 10 cast members, all dressed in 
garb reminiscent of the 1940s. 
There were pleated-front slacks, 
fedora hats, collared button-down 
shirts, belted knee-length dresses in 
polka dot prints and cinched at the 
waists, accessorized with pearls and 
side-swept hair. Pumps and wing- 
tipped shoes completed this genera- 
tional transformation right down to 
the tips of the cast's very toes. 
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Sure he was my son. But I think to him, 
they were alli my sons... 


- Jim Murphy as Joe Keller 


The overall premise of this play 
is that Joe Keller (Murphy), a small 
factory owner who has worked his 
entire life to support his family, 
made a bad judgment call during 
WWII and convinced his partner, 
Herbert Deever, to cover up a ship- 
ment of defective cylinder heads 
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Ryan Hagan of Salem, N.H. and Christine Murphy of Newbury in a lighthearted 
moment as George Deever and Lydia Lubey in Act 2. 


and to send them out, hoping that 
they would be detected before any 
parts were ever installed. 

This was not the case, and the 
parts went out and were used in 
planes, killing many soldiers in 
action. When it came time for 
blame to be assigned, Keller let 
Deever take the fall and the accusa- 
tions of single-handedly comman- 
deering the effort, 
allowing him to be 
sentenced to life in 
prison. 

The play opens 
on the day Joe's 
son Chris, (Bryan 
Burns-Fedele) 
finally decides to 
put the past behind 
him and to start a 
new life with Ann Deever, (Maggie 
Elliot), the daughter of Joe's ex- 
partner and the fiancée of Chris's 
missing brother Larry. After return- 
ing home from the war, Chris took 
his appropriate place beside Joe in 
the family business but now he is 
ready to branch out on his own. 


Chris wants to marry Ann, so he 
invites her to his home, hoping to 
make the engagement official and 
receive his parents’ blessing. In 
order for this to happen, he has to 
convince his mother to finally admit 
Larry died in the war and to keep 
George Deever (Ryan Hagen), 
Ann's brother, from convincing her 
to leave. As Mrs. Keller fights to 
keep her family together, the. past 
keeps resurfacing, threatening their 
future happiness. 

The uneasy calm resting over 
the Keller household is destroyed in 
the course of one day, as Chris and 
Ann fight to start a life together, and 
the horrifying truth about Joe's 
actions and Larry's death are finally 
revealed. 

Overall, the Top Notch Theater 
production of “All My Sons” was a 
dramatic and emotional tale of 
tragedy, irony, and ultimately, the 
demise of one family and all that 
they represent. The height of this 
intensity came at the end of the 
“day,” when the mock sun was set- 
ting and the moonlight was waiting 


ever so patiently to illuminate the 
actors in the garden as Keller, Chris 
and Kate, all heatedly debated over 
Keller's role and proportion of 
responsibility in Larry's death, and 
grappled over what the conse- 
quences of his actions should be. 

“You're so foolish. Larry was 
your son too, wasn't he? You know 
he'd never tell you to do this.” said 
Kate. roo 

“Then what is this if it isn't 
telling me? Sure he was my son. 
But I think to him, they were all my 
sons...” said Keller. 

By the end of this production, 
the members of the audience were 
leaning forward, many literally on 
the edges of their seats, mesmerized 
by the actors, the lines, and caught 
up in the moment and in the world 
that was so painstakingly created. 

And the final line, spoken by 
Kate Keller, was apropos and per- 
haps the most prominent point that 
“Miller intended to get across to 
those who partook of this play: 
“Don't dear. Don't take it on your- 
self. Forget now. Live.” 


A killer Queen still the champions 


Queen is joined by 
Paul Rodgers for a 
fun-filled reunion tour 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Contributing Reporter 


It has been nearly 24 years since 
Queen last toured the United States. 
A lot has happened in their history 
since then. Six studio albums, mas- 
sivé European tours, Live Aid and of 
course the loss of lead singer Freddie 
Mercury who succumbed to AIDS in 
late 1991 only one day after 
announcing his illness. 

Another thing has also happened. 
Guitarist Brian May and Drummer 
Roger Taylor (bassist John Deacon 
has retired) have added Paul Rodgers 
(lead singer of Bad Company and 
Free) and have hit the road, world- 
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wide, once again. 

The purpose of this tour is not to 
find a replacement for Freddie. That 
couldn't happen, as Rodgers will be 
the first to tell you. The purpose: 
Fun, and a touching tribute to 
Mercury. 

The tour, billed as “Queen + Paul 
Rodgers,” came to the DCU Center 
in Worcester, Mass. on March 10. 
This was their first visit to the Bay 
State since the “Hot Space” tour 
landed them at the old Boston 
Garden in July of 1982. 

A wonderful look back for those 
who got to see Queen when they 
were the "Champions," and an expe- 
rience for those who never got to see 
them live, and thought they never 
would. 

The set list was a retrospective of 
Queen's career with some Bad 
Company scattered into the mix. 
Classics like "Tie Your Mother 
Down;" "Fat Bottomed Girls," and 
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"Crazy Little Thing Called Love" 
kicked off the beginning of the show 
to get the crowd going before the first 
of many tributes to Mercury. 

"I wait to do a song for Freddie 
since he should be here," said May, 
as he sat in one of two stools on the 
stage. The other stool was left empty 
as May performed "Love of My 
Life," which was a constant in 
Queen's set list and was_ performed 
with Mercury and May sitting next to 
each other on stools center stage. 

They then went into the anti-war 
anthem "Hammer to Fall," followed 
by Bad Company's "Feel Like 
Making Love." 

The two remaining members of 
Queen then proved they haven't lost 
it. Taylor performed a stunning drum 
solo, which led into "I'm In Love 
With My Car," which Taylor also 
sang. May then took over for a 10- 
minute guitar solo that featured a 
medley of classic riffs from songs 
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absent from the night's set. 

Later in the show, Taylor took the 
helm and sang "These Are They Days 
of Our Lives," which came along 
with video footage of the band from 
the 1970s. Taylor remained up front 
for crowd-pleasing and clap-induc- 
ing "Radio Ga Ga" before taking his 
seat back behind the kit for the last 
half of the song. 

Then, following "The Show 
Must Go On," came the biggest sur- 
prise of the night. Arguably Queen's 
greatest hit and one of the best rock 
songs of all time, "Bohemian 
Rhapsody," was indeed performed by 
Mercury. The band played along 
with video of Mercury from the 
band's Wembley Stadium show 
(available on CD and DVD) in 1986 
(which was one month before Queen 
played their final show as a whole). 
It goes without saying that the crowd 
thoroughly enjoyed it as a majority 
sang along with tear-filled eyes. 
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The show closed out with an 
encore of stadium anthems across the 
world: "We Will Rock You" and "We 
Are The Champions," with Free's 
"All Right Now" in between. 

As "God Save the Queen" 
played, the band said farewell and 
were saluted with a standing ovation 
from just about everyone in the 
building. 

It's a shame the DCU Center 
wasn't full. Some people can't bear 
to hear Mercury's vocals being per- 
formed by someone else. Rodgers 
does deserve his due, as he did a fine 
job filling shoes that can't possibly be 
filled. But for those who were there, 
it was a great experience for young 
and old, and one that I never thought 
I would have seen. 

With talk of new material ("Take 
Love" was performed), this might 
just happen again. Queen truly 
showed that they still deserve to be 


_called Champions. 
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The Family Monster by Josh Shalek 


L was. all worked up 
about Something this 
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To answer your 
Se erokee: 


sail 


oar: 


By any means necessary: www.joshshalek.com kid_shay@joshshalek.com : 


A College Girl Named Joe 


1S SPRING BREAK! \1’S SPRING 
BREAK! BEY, EVERYBODY! 11'S SPRING 
BREAK/ FINNLY, FINALLY, FINALL Y/ 


by Aaron Warner 


HEY. 
GUESS WHAT 
TODAY 15. 


Two Dudes by Aaron Warner 


DUDE, I’VE BEEN WATCHING 
SO MUCH TELEVISION 1. 
CAN'T REMEMBER WHEAT 
DAY 17'S, AN? THAT COULP 
REALLY MESS THINGS UP. 


LIKE YOU MIGHT GO 
TO THE WRONG CLASS, 
OR MISS AN EXAM, 


NO, TL CAN'T 
REMEMBER WHAT’S 
ON TONIGHT. 
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“Who’s this human? That's right, that’s right! 
It’s Adrien Brody.” 


ALL T Ntev 
\S SOMEONE 
TO hUGOME. 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 ’60s hairdos 
6 Annexes 

10 Creole veggie 

14 Poet Hart 

15 Neophyte 

16 Flicks about folk 

17 Raring to go 

18 Red Sox or 
White Sox 

19 Exchange 

20 Blue-shoe 
material 

21 Planetesimals 

23 Growl 

25 Texas tea 

26 Distribution do- 
over 

29 Round Table 
knight 

34 Coach 
Parseghian 

35 Pin down 

37 Sound quality 

38 Word after rain 
or war 

40 Superlative suffix 

41 Break off _ 

42 Concerning 

43 Allotment 

45 Corn unit 

46 Comes in again 

48 Tailor’s need 

50 Dog’s best 
friend 

51 Ownership paper 

52 Real estate pro 

57 Nothing 

61 Addict 

62 Part 

63 European 
country 

64 Imitates 

65 Lob 

66 Constant traveler 

67 Harp family 
member 

68 “(__) Having My 
Baby” 


69 Slope 


DOWN 
1 King toppers 
2 German wife 
3 Craze 
4 Tense 
5 Sing to 
6 Essential 
perfume 
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7 Uses aniline 
8 Mild expletive 
9 Important 
person 
10 Beyond passe 
11 Chinese 
gooseberry 
12 Byway 
13 Slithery killers 
22 Singer Ocasek 
24 Pale or ginger 
26 Speeder 
catcher 
27 Eradicate 
28 “Divine Comedy” 
poet 
29 Itemizations 
30 Freeze 
preceder? 
31 Adored 
32 NBA star 


Solutions 
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54 Swerve 

55 A.A. Milne 
character 

56 Otherwise 

58 Tibetan monk 

59 Attired 

60 Park of London 


44 Chiffons hit, “__ 
Fine Day” 

47 AT&T part 

49 Pressroom bigwig 

51 Frock 

52 Twofold 

53 Catch sight of 


41 Evidencing an 
allergy 
43 Comebacks 
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An invitation to all Faculty, Staff & Students to attend this gala event 
ean When: April 21° from 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 
: Where: TC-103A, Haverhill Campus 


: | Kindred Spirits celebrates the artistic talents of Northern Essex 
; Community College faculty and staff. This event will feature 
performing and fine arts. Refreshments will be served. 


Mark your calendars now; this is an event you don't want to miss! 


Performing Artists (Perritniances are 2:00 — 3:00 p.m.): 


Poetry Readings by: Melina Draper and Alex Boch 

Piano Performance: Alyssa Bucchiere 

Short Story Reading by: Jane Thiefels 

Cello Performance by: Priscilla Bellairs 

Tap Dance Performance by: Chris Rowse & Judith Lieberman 
Guitar Performance by: Ken Langer 

Flute Performance by: Joanna Fortna 


Fine Arts Displays (Exhibit opens at 1:30 p.m.): 


Paintings by: Richard Jones 

Photographs by: Jane Albert 

7 Poetry Chapbooks by: Melina Draper 

a we Sculptures by: Priscilla Bellairs and Mary Capriole 
: Sculptures & Endowed Chairs by: Judith Kamber 


Sponsored by: 

The Office of Faculty & Staff Development 
and 

The Liberal Arts Revitalization Committee 
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Well, it should be! 


“By MELODY MARTINEZ 
Trends Editor 


Usnir til 
recently, I had- 
n't noticed how 
very little peo- 


ple opt for 
healthier bever- 
ages in the 


morning. As I 
sat in class 
today, I noticed 
my surround- 
ings and saw a Styrofoam sea of 
large Dunkin Donuts coffee and, 
stretching but a few paces beyond — 
a few non-diet soda cans, and per- 
haps one person with a bottle of 
water. 

This amazes me. 

-T’m not one to tease about coffee, 
anyone who knows me, knows that I 
go on tirades about how much I 
“need” it. That’s just the problem. I 
don’t really “need” it; my body just 
thinks that I do. So this morning, I 
decided to take alternative action; I 
made myself some tea and went 
along my tired route to school. 

The change was immediately 
noticeable. I wasn’t as edgy as when 
I drank coffee, in fact, I noticed how 
much more relaxed I was. Almost to 
the point of falling asleep in class. 
Almost. I also didn’t feel as much 
like death after drinking coffee. That 
is, when the effects of the tea wore 
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Tea is for trendy 


off (though they were minimal to 
start), I didn’t crash and desire or 
even require a long afternoon nap. 


Tea is good for you. Let’s face it; 


it began as a medicine before it was 
ever considered a daily drink, so it 
has to be good. Entire cultures over 
centuries can’t be wrong about some- 
thing this tasty. . 

As a little girl I recall my mother 
always pushing having a “tesecito” 
before bedtime or in the face of ill- 
ness. Even now, she makes it an 
observed ritual in our home. Now, I 
realize that there are far.too many 
coffee houses and bars in this country 


me an aristocrat. 

I know what you’re thinking, 
“She’s crazy. Isn’t tea British or 
something?” or “Tea is weak.” Not 
true. Most westerners see tea drink- 
ing or “tea time” as a sign of preten- 
sion or plainly, boring, but I have a 
feeling a “coffee date” turned “tea 
date” is just as valid, if not more 
poetic. Aha! 

Tea is poetry. 

How many works of art or litera- 
ture can we associate with coffee? 
Very little, 1 would think, but tea has 
its place in: inspiration, hospitality, 
and purity, as well as healing. 


eee ken.” 


Tea has its place in inspiration, hospi- 
tality and purity, as well as healing. 


and not enough tea houses for people 
like myself, who want to practice the 
philosophy of tea or more fittingly, 
“teaism.” 

Japanese writer, Okakura 
Kakuzo, coined the term “teaism” in 
his composition called “The Cup of 
Humanity.” It refers to the aestheti- 
cism initiated on the love of the beau- 
ty in life amidst the monotony. 

He states that it stresses simplici- 
ty and cleanliness and that it makes 
all tea drinkers “aristocrats in taste.” 
Now, isn’t that pretty? He just called 


Besides, no one has ever complained 
about having “too much tea.” Well, 
actually there have been nay-sayers 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, but their arguments aren’t 
very sound; almost barbaric, in fact. 
There’s no reason not to drink it, 
especially when the caffeine percent- 
age is lower than that of coffee and it 
isn’t so serious either. Add milk, 
honey, or sugar, and it still has that 
same calming and medicinal effect. 
In. the modern world, we’ve 
come to recognize tea as tiny parti- 
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One lump or two? 


cles of herbs tightly packed in a small 
absorbent bag, perhaps with a little 
string attached to it. 

Ideally, tea should be made from 
scratch and slowly boiled, but in the 
age of high stress, high blood pres- 
sure, heightened fear, and heightened 
security - there’s “no time” for that. 
Well all right, it’s the ceremony that 
matters, anyway. 

It’s about the time you take in 
preparing the tea, how you observe 
the ritual of the first sip and how 
much nicer the world looks after a 
hot cup of tea. 


With the coming weather, I real- 
ize that the chance of people heeding 
my advice is somewhat slim, but I 
thought I'd give this a shot anyway. I 
remember how trendy carrying a 
Nalgene bottle or any bottle of water 
for that matter, was a few years ago. 

Water will always be chic 
because we can’t get away from it. 
But I’ve never heard of anyone being 
invited over to drink some water. 
Take tea to heart whether early in the 
morning or late at night to tame your 
tension. It’s the smart choice. 

If all else fails, add ice. 


a? ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) New friends and 
Avies potential lovers will now 
ask for special considera- 
tion. Family disruptions, complex 
money decisions or rare power strug- 
gles in the home may be a constant 
distraction this week. Your patience 
will be acknowledged and appreciat- 
ed. After mid-week, offer advice and 
wait for subtle signals of approval: 
friends and lovers will soon share 
their innermost thoughts. Late 
Saturday, study legal documents for 
mistakes: deadlines and definitions 
may need to change. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Business offi- 
cials may this week 
announce fast policy 
changes or improved team assign- 
ments. After several weeks of slow 
progress, individual success and 
group accomplishments are avail- 
able. Take the initiative and ask for a 
more public role in daily projects. 
Bosses or managers will welcome 
your enthusiasm. Wednesday 
through Saturday, a complex roman- 
tic proposal may require discussion. 
Loved ones will expect concrete 
dates, times and choices: stay 


focused. 
i] GEMINI (May 21- 
; June 21) Brief love affairs 
Gewmine will now adopt a serious 
or publicly emotional 
tone. Passionate outbursts are tempo- 
rary, so not to worry. Do, however, 
clearly define your short-term needs 
and long-term expectations. Later 
this week, potential lovers may 
request a firm declaration of your pri- 


Taurus 


vate loyalties. Trust your instincts: 
new relationships will take extra time 
to establish. Friday through Sunday, 
avoid excess spending: home bud- 
gets and new family expenses may be 
draining. 


ay CANCER (June 22- 
we July 22) Before 
caucer Wednesday, workplace 
officials may demand the full disclo- 
sure of recent decisions or sensitive 
documents. Carefully verify all legal 
needs and job regulations. Poorly 
defined facts or mistaken numbers 
may now cause lengthy delays. Later 
this week, your integrity may be 
briefly questioned: remain dedicated 
to reliable business sources and all 
will be well. After Saturday, romantic 
triangles and social jealousies are 
highlighted: go slow and watch for 
subtle clues. 


Jt, 


Lea 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Emotional changes in 
romantic —_ relationships 
may now signal the end of 
silent disagreement and doubt. Loved 
ones are strongly motivated to 
review yesterday's promises. After 
Wednesday, key decisions from sev- 
eral months ago may demand discus- 
sion. Reaffirm your lifestyle choices 
and goals: shared ideals will soon 
prove rewarding. Friday through 
Sunday, loved ones may ask for extra 
private time. Home enjoyment and 
contemplation will offer clarity: opt 
for quiet activities. 


II 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Private romantic 
attractions now offer 


excitement. Early this week, a friend 
or lover may reveal an unusual flirta- 
tion or the past history of a key rela- 
tionship. Avoid gossip or group spec- 
ulation, if possible, and wait for con- 
firmation. Minor facts, important 


‘emotional details or mistaken com- 


ments may now be easily exaggerat- 
ed. After Wednesday, a quiet busi- 
ness proposal may usher in a new era 
of financial rewards. Study late arriv- 
ing documents for valuable opportu- 
nities. 


Q LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
= 23) Employment and 


tira financial speculation may 
this week reveal new 
career options. Study the recent 
experiences of friends or close rela- 
tives for valuable hints. A creative 
approach to long-term goals will be 
needed: use this time to re-establish 
forgotten business ideals, begin job 
searches or explore postponed part- 
nerships. Late Thursday, a close 
friend may announce an unexpected 
romantic or lifestyle change. Remain 
diplomatic: passionate responses will 
not be trusted. 


Wy, SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Job negotiations 
Scorpio and special contracts may 
this week provide unique 

business opportunities. Ask key offi- 
cials for detailed explanations of 
recent promotions, policy changes or 
workplace needs. Rare assignments 
or verbal agreements will create 
valuable pathways to success. Don't 
hesitate to accept difficult or contro- 
versial projects. Friday through 
Sunday, friends and lovers may be 
moody or unresponsive. Remain 


patient: powerful breakthroughs will 
soon take precedence. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
Sagittarius Delicate social triangles 
will require diplomacy 

over the next few days. Close work 
mates and long-term friends may 
soon challenge or contradict estab- 
lished plans. A recent phase of con- 
fusing priorities between friends now 
needs to be publicly clarified: stay 
focused and don't allow others to 
assume your affections or loyalties 
have shifted. Later this week, busi- 
ness or financial negotiations may be 
briefly postponed. Not to worry: new 


strategies will soon emerge. 
6 CAPRICORN (Dec. 
! 22-Jan. 20) Confidence 
Capricort and group optimism now 
return. Some Capricorns 
will this week expand their social 
goals, family commitments and 
romantic obligations. Fitness, emo- 
tional health and revised goals may 
play a key role. Ask friends or loved 
ones for suggestions. After mid- 
week, a rekindled awareness of inti- 
macy, trust and sensuality will be a 
top priority. Romantic partners may 
expect a meaningful display of loyal- 
ty and affection. Be expressive: bold 

statements will bring clarity. 


WAY AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
Aquari Feb. 19) Minor attractions 
between colleagues may 

this week be quickly misinterpreted. 
Avoid overstating your views, feel- 
ings or short-term social goals. 
Before Thursday, potential friends or 


new co-workers may be easily influ- 
enced by open discussions, perceived 
flirtations or new suggestions. Stay 
alert and, if possible, avoid complex 
emotional questions. Later this week, 
ask a close friend or relative for 
financial assistance or practical 
advice. Shared duties will help alle- 
viate stress. 


PISCES” (Feb. 20- 
Pisces March 20) Tuesday 
through Thursday, watch 
finances closely for unexpected 
errors or last-minute expenses. Home 
duties and family planning may this 
week demand extra dedication. 
Outline clear debt schedules or ongo- 
ing money expectations: at present, 
loved ones may require steady guid- 
ance to reach established short-term 
goals. After mid-week, a close friend 
or relative may publicly resolve 
recent feelings of romantic doubt. 
Provide new ideas: optimism is 
returning. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Social proposals and rare family 
gatherings are strongly favored over 
the next two months. Loved ones or 
long-term friends will soon request 
your loyalty concerning complex 
home decisions or unique group 
announcements: expect key relation- 
ships to expand in the coming 
months. Previously ignored emotion- 
al issues will be publicly resolved 
before the end July. Listen, observe 
and let others vent their feelings. 
After August 24th, a new era of 
romantic sharing and open family 
discussion will be established. 
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NECC continues strong play 


Knights stand at 9-4, 
ranked ninth in the 
nation in Div. 3 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


Another 
spring is upon 
us and _ that 
means another 
solid beginning 
for the 
Northern Essex 
baseball team. 


Currently 
the Knights 
post a 9-4 


record with impressive wins over 
Bunker Hill Community College and 
Manchester. Their performance so 
far this season has landed them in 
the nation spotlight, landing ninth in 
the nation in Division 3 in the latest 
poll. They are also the only Region 
21 team that is currently ranked. 

The Knights have posted strong 
numbers in a number of categories 
and various players can be found 
scattered allover national rankings. 

Once again the Knights are 
strong offensively. Last season the 
lead the nation as a team and indi- 
vidual in average, this season they 
currently hold the sixth position in 
team average at .328. North 
Arkansas College leads the nation at 
AOL. 

Individually the Knights also 


look poised to make a run at the top 
spot. Corey Carter continues to 
dominate opposing pitchers hitting 
.588 to lead Northern Essex and rank 
third in the nation. Pedro De ‘La 
Rosa (.471) lands at number 23 on 
the list. Last years top hitter in the 
nation Chris Anderson, while not 
leading the pact is more then holding 
his own with a spectacular .409 aver- 
age. 

Run scoring has been an overall 
team effort so far this season as 13 
different players have notched RBI's 
this spring, lead by Carter (11), 
Jarrett MacKin (10) and Chris 
Anderson (8). 

Fourteen different players have 
crossed the plate, with seven players 
having scored at least four runs. The 
long ball, not a monstrous stat last 
year, is still not in many players stat 
category as the Knights have on hit 
two round trippers this spring, with 
Carter and De La Rosa having the 
honors. 

The pitching, while a question 
mark to start the season due to the 
loss of Ryan Mooridian, Adam Del 
Rio and Matt McGuire, the three top 
pitchers from last year's squad, has 
been solid so far this spring. Chris 
Anderson and Patrick Bateson, the 
top two returning pitchers from last 
season, have anchored the staff and 
been strong on the hill to date. 

Bateson leads the staff with a 
0.000 ERA (tied with seven other 
pitchers to lead the nation), while 
Anderson is ninth in the nation with 
a 0.563 ERA and leads the team with 


22 strikeouts. Anderson has also 
notched two wins under his belt. 

The newcomers to the staff have 
played a huge part in the success of 
the team. Alex Szymanski has lead 
the rookies posting a 1.500 ERA and 
one win along with nine strikeouts. 
Todd Hodgdon, Corey Jusczak, Guy 
Leva, Drew Eramo and Mike 
Nicholson, the rest of new staff, have 
all logged quality innings for the 
Knights this season. 

The Knights have handled all 
comers so far this spring and have 
yet to get into the meat of their 
schedule. 

Still ahead for Northern Essex 


and key match-ups with rivals Mass 
Bay Community College, 
Quinsigamond College, Roxbury 
Community College and Holyoke 
Community College as well as a 
make-up with arch rival Massasoit 
Community College, date and time 
yet to be determined. 

As of now the Knights are in a 
fantastic position to make a run at 
repeating as state champions as well 
as a strong chance to capture the 
region title, which they fell one win 
short of last year, and a chance to 
play in the college world series. 
Continued solid all around play will 
guarantee the Knights a legitimate 


Northern Essex Community College 
2006 Spring Baseball Schedule 


April 

19 Roxbury Home 3:30 
20 Roxbury Away 3:30 
22 Mass Bay (DH) Away 
noon 

25 Quinsigamond Away 
3:30 

26 Quinsigamond Home 
3:30 

29 Holyoke (DH) Away 
noon 


May 
6 MCCAC Massasoit hosts 


TBA 
12-14 NJCAA Region XXI 
Manchester hosts TBA 


*DH-double header 


-Home games in bold face 
and are held on the base- 
ball field of the Haverhill 
Campus, along Kenoza 
Ave. 

-All game times p.m. 
unless otherwise stated 


|Chris Anderson 8 


chance in postseason play and will 
make them a dangerous opponent 
down the stretch. 


Knights at a glance 
Record:9-4 (ranked 9th 


in the nation) 


Individual leaders: 
(national rank) 


Average 
team .328 (6) 

Corey Carter .588 (3) 
Pedro De La Rosa .471 
Chris Anderson .409 


RBI’s 
Corey Carter 11 
Jarrett MacKin 10 


Homeruns 
Pedro De La Rosa 1 
Corey Carter 1 


Runs Scored 
Chris Anderson 8 
Jeison King 7 
Jarrett MacKin 6 
Jeff Castillo 6 


Knights impress in first season 


Continued from Page 1 


The men also had solid meet 
with a few stand out athletes, most 
notably Tommy Bennett. 
Bennett, in his first colle- 
giate meet, set a personal 
best in the javelin, which 
also qualified him for 
nationals in the event, as 
well as, placing in both 
jumping events. 


Bryant 
Invitational 
April 8 


University 


Unlike the comfortable 
conditions that were pre- 
sent at the Rhode Island 
Invitational, the Bryant 
College Invitational saw 
31x hours of freezing rain, 
now, hail and sleet, which 
persisted until the final 
two events of the day. Due 
to the harsh weather, some 
events were canceled, and 
may athletes pulled out of 
events that were held. 

“The conditions were 
as adverse of any meet I 
have experienced in my 26 
years or coaching,” said 
Caputo. “It was a tough 
day to get through. This is 


what separates our sport Laura Rudd has been a consistent 
from all the others-it goes standout in all of the distance events so 
far this spring for the Knights. 


on whether it is rain or 


shine...snow, hail or sleet. We hung 
in and did not scratch like many 
other programs did. The kids are 
really to be commended as this was a 


Coutresy photo 


very tough conditions.” 

The men put in a strong perfor- 
mance with three top two finishers. 
James Mwangi and Steven Battle 
placed first and second 
respectively in the 200. 
Mwangi also took second in 
the 400. Joel Nunez had a 
personal best in the 800. 

The women once again 
turned in strong overall per- 
formances. Burgess placed 
second in the triple jump, 
fifth in the 400 and sixth in 
the 200. Blaney continues 
her strong showing with a 
third place in the shot put 
and a sixth in the discus. 
Laura Rudd showed why she 
is one of the better long dis- 
tance runners in the region 
with the fourth place in the 
5,000 meters with a NJCAA 
division 3 qualifying time. 


Overall, the Knights are 
proving to be a solid team in 
the region and are making a 
serious push toward both a 
regional and a national title. 
The only thing slowing 
down the program is a lack 
of total numbers, which 
forces the Knights to pull out 
of the team events. With 
better turnout in the future, 
the track and field program 
at Northern Essex will be 
very strong. 


ae 


Piettee: photo 


Crystal Burgess, a newcomer to the sport of track, 
has turned many heads by excelling in numerous 
events, including the 200 meters. 


Northern Essex Community College 
2006 Track and Field:Schedule — 


April 


15 UMass Dartmouth Corsair Classic at North 


Dartmouth, MA 11 p.m. 
23 Connecticut College 


May 


os 


6 Northeast District Meet at Bergen Country NJ 
11-13 NJCAA Division III meet at Erie Community 


College 


os ene eeeee 
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Barrygate casts large ‘Shadow’ 


Steroid use by slug- 
ger examined in new 


book 


By JAY COOREY 
Contributing Reporter 


Was it real- 
ly possible to 
- open the season 
and not hear 
about supposed 
steroid use by 
Barry Bonds? 

Of course 
HOt Ste eas 
common to the 
game now as 
walks, homers, and strikeouts. 

Did he or didn’t he? Is he telling 
the truth? How do we explain his 
enormous head that keeps growing 
like it was on miracle grow? 

Every baseball critic and Bonds- 
hater has attempted to answer those 


questions, with uncertainty, but 


recently, two men have delved deep 
into those questions, and may have 
finally dug up the dirt behind the 
lies. 

Mark Fainaru-Wada and Lance 


‘Williams are investigative journal- 
ists for the San Francisco Chronicle 


who just published the very com- 
pelling book, Game of Shadows, a 
book about the rampant steroid use 
by players, but most noticeably 
Bonds. The book hit stands hard this 


NECC holds summer 
basketball league for 
35th straight year 


_ By JONATHAN NICOSIA 


Contributing Reporter 


For the past 
35. years 
Northern Essex 
Community 
College has 
been home to a 
summer basket- 
ball league. 
Although some 
elements of the 
league have 
changed the result remains the same; 
high school students having fun in a 
tournament set out to decide who is 
the best men’s and women’s basket- 
ball teams in the area of northern 
Massachusetts and southern New 
Hampshire. 

“It’s a great program that brings 
the community together and also 


April 
12: Spring Jam (Lawrence 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

13: Frisbee golf 

14: Mini-Marathon 

18: Whiffle ball 

19: Spring Jam (Haverhill 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 
21: Kickball League 


_ his jealousy of Mark McGwire 


month after an excerpt from Sports 
Illustrated revealed Bonds’ start of 
performance enhancing drug regi- 
mens following the 1998 season. 

The writers took to great lengths 
to investigate the Bay Area 
Laboratory Co-Operative (more 
infamously known as BALCO), 
including digging up documents, and 
conducting interviews about the lab 
that supplied steroids to professional 
athletes. 

This isn’t the first book to 
uncover and bring light to the steroid 
use in baseball, as Jose Canseco, 
an admitted user, wrote his own 
book that first stirred the waters, 
Juiced, last year. The only dif- 
ference between these books is 
credibility, as Jose’s credibility 
was brought into question more 
times than George W’s. 
Fainaru-Wada and Williams 
worked hard to prove the contro- 
versies, where Jose did nothing 
more than aggravate former 
teammates by finger-pointing. 

Bonds has yet to outright 
deny the using since the book 
has come out, and instead has 
sued the writers of the book. He 
refuses to speak about the alle- 
gation that he began using due to 


capturing attention in what he 
thought, as the book describes, 
was “his game.” 

Bonds has always had touchy 


The book, Game of Shadows, 


steroids, the connections with 
BALCO and steroid guru Greg 
Anderson can not be ignored, nor 
can his growth from stick-shaped 
Barry of Pittsburgh to the Football 
player-looking Bonds of today. 
Fainaru-Wada and Williams 
uncovering Barrygate is to baseball 
what Watergate was to the White 
House. There may be questions 
being brought against the writers of 


- Game of Shadows, but only because 


of the truth these two gave to the 
fans. 


Barry Bonds. BALCG, ana - 
the & 3 25 3 


MARK FAINARU-WA 


ses 


relations with the media, and this follows alleged steroid use in 


situation doesn’t nearly stop that, 
but who cares? Barry did use 


attracts prospective students,” said 
Sue MacAvoy who is in charge of the 
summer league and also acts as the 
athletic director at NECC. “We have 
great facilities at NECC and it allows 
students to come and experience our 
amenities as well as getting a feel for 
our campus. I have been part of this 
program for seven years and each 
year I notice players really dedicate 
themselves in training for this event 
and enjoy the atmosphere. We also 
get great media coverage of the 
finals by local papers.” 

The league contains four divi- 
sions broken up into two different 
groups of 10 teams and each division 
contains both men’s and women’s 
teams. Division | is home to high 
school varsity teams that will play on 
Monday and Wednesday nights and 
Division 2 consist of high school 
junior varsity and less competitive 
varsity teams that will play on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights. All 
games are scheduled on their respec- 
tive nights from 5-10 pm. Teams may 
have a roster maximum of 15 players 
with the minimum being 10. Each 
team is scheduled to play 9 games 


Spring Recreation and Intramural Schedule 


24: Target Golf 

26: Whiffle ball 

27: End of Semester Party 
28: Kickball League 


All events are held from 
12- 1 p.m. (unless other- 
wise indicated) in the 
Sports and Fitness Center 


pro sports. 


Summer hoops 


with the top four teams advancing to 
the playoffs and even if you don’t 
make the playoffs every player 
receives a summer league shirt. 

“It sounds like a lot of fun and 
it’s something that I will definitely 
consider joining” said Michael 
Doodley who is a junior at a local 
high school. “I am pretty competitive 
and I love the game of basketball, so 
this is something that would definite- 
ly help my training as well as some- 
thing to do during the summer.” 

The summer league begins on 
June 12 and runs through July 18 
with the playoffs being held the week 
of the 25. Games are played in the 
gym at the NECC Sports and Fitness 
center and the cost for each team is 
$695. Final entry forms and deposits 
are due buy April 14 and the final 
payment should be made by May 5. 
A confirmation letter, roster forms 
and a complete list of rules will be 
mailed out on receipt of the teams 
paid entry. If there are any questions 
you can contact Sue MacAvoy at 
978-556-3820. 


on the Haverhill Campus. 
They are free to all 
Northern Essex Students 
with a student ID. For 
more information visit the 
Campus Game Room in 
the lobby of the Sports and 
Fitness Center. 


This is just the beginning of the 
drama 2006 will present. There will 
be more suspensions, and more 
severe, more stars claiming to not 
know what they were taking. A for- 
mal investigation has been started 
into steroid usage, and no one can 
hide. Bonds, Gary Sheffield, Jason 


Giambi, and other cheating stars 
can’t hide anymore. The steroid era 
has ended, and a new generation has 
begun where pitching again takes 
center stage, and this writer is any- 
thing but upset. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) Boston College fell to 
Wisconcin 2-1 in the NCAA frozen 
four title game. Who were the 
other two teams in the frozen 


four? 


2.) What other hockey east 
teams, aside from Boston College 
and Maine, qualified for the NCAA 
men's hock tournament this sea- 
son? (hint: four hockey east teams 


qualified. ) 


3.) With his win in the Masters on 
Sunday, Phil Mickelson has won 
three of the last nine major events. 
What was Mickelson's record in 
major events before his last three 


major wins? 


4.) With the 5-1 record, the Red 
Sox are off to their best start since 


when? 


(Bonus: With the 10-1 win 


over the Angels, the Yankees 
avoided starting 1-5 for the first 


time since when?) 


5.) According to ESPN, who had 
over three million entries into the 
NCAA tournament bracket contest, 
how many entries correctly picked 
the final four? (Bonus: How many 
had George Mason in the final 
four? Final two? Winning it all?) 
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Knight’s baseball: back in action 
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The varsity baseball field at Whittier has served as the home field for the Knights so far this 
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arred Arsenault rounds third to score a run. 
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Perdo De La Rosa drives a home run to opposite field against Manchester. 
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Photos by 
» Ryan McAskill 


Story on 
page 14 


Power hitter Ryan Mustapha awaits his perfect pitch. 


Above: Knights Ace Chris Anderson delivers. 


Right: The Knights watch on as team tries to get the 
offense going. 


